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year and this year, I can tell you that the increase, though
large in total, for t hese i n d i v i d u a l s will be very small
indeed. As I think Senator Harris has gone through, most of
them are receiving a pittance of pay, in the range of $ 100
or maybe up to $200 for the most part. This would , p e r h aps ,
have an increase of, I don't know what the total percentage
w ould be . Bu t wh e n we are talking about $100 a month or
$150 or $2 0 0 a mon t h f or these i n d i v i d u a l s , you ar e not
talking about a major increase whatsoever. N everthe l ess , a s
Senator Harris said, in many days gone by they served our
state well in the University system, a nd have t aken pay c u t s
when t h e y w er e ser v i n g , and now in retirement they are
facing a v er y , ve r y d esp e ra te situation. They deserve
better from this state. I su p p or t L B 2 9 0 b e cause I t h i n k
they deserve that help. Now the p r ec e dent t o go back and
help people that have already retired has been m ade in t h e
past. We adopted, back in the early 1970s, a constitutional
amendment to allow us to do that. W e are able t o go bac k
and help people that h ave se r ved t h e st at e or , as p ubl i c
employees, been able to serve some political subdivision in
this state and go back and adjust their retirement benefits
to recogniz e pe rh ap s a p o o r retirement plan. So t hat h a s
been an ability that we' ve had for many years. We' ve done
i t f r o m t i m e t o t i me . In this case we' ve made an adjustment
only a f e w y e ar s a go , and we are now taking the time, since
that last adjustment, and adjusting for that period of time
up to now that inflation has gone up and increasing their
benefit appropriately. I don ' t think that is unreasonable.
I think that is fair. Just to tell you, t hough, a b ou t t he
precedent last year we did pass a teacher retirement bill
that was a massive, major improvement in the retirement plan
that did say those people that were under an old retirement
plan, although they were still teaching, would have their
retirement plan upgraded to the current levels of retirement
benefits. So it wasn't the past retirees that we adjusted,
but it was the same concept, that t h e y w e r e u n d e r a lousy
retirement plan and de se r v e d b et t e r . We mad e that
adjustment . I t co st s mi l l i o n s of do l l a r s , and we thought it
was the fair thing to do. This year this is an even worse
situation. These people aren't getting $500, $600, $700 a
month. They are getting $100 a month, $150 a m onth. Th e y
deserve be t t e r and simi l a r l y ou ght to have that old
retirement plan upgraded. I think also you should know that
there is another bill that I' ve got to deal with all current
retirees and their plans and because of that precedent, back
t en year s ago wi t h that constitutional amendment, make a
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