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years.

about less than 100 people the first year. It' s .not going
to be that many people. As you can see , maybe over a p er i o d
o f t i m e i t mi g h t i nc r e a s e . We are taking the situation and
trying to project out the biggest possible i ncreases . Bu t
our guess i s w e are onl y really talking about less than1 00 people no w , and maybe a f ew hundred peopl e i n the
future. But the problem is this, w e are see in g a cha n ge .
If I can just take about 3 0 seconds . W e k n o w that health
care costs are getting higher, so what health insurance
companies are doing is they are cutting out people more and
more to save their own costs situa t i o n . We are l o o k i n g a t
that in health insurance coverage for state employees. We
are saying after a certain date, if you don't get into the
plan, you are out of luck. Let ' s say they miss that date,
a nd they go an d t r y a n d g e t into the plan later, they get a
physical. At that point that physical finds something wrong
with them, they are just out of luck. They, basically, can
be denied c o v e r a ge . More and more of that is happening. So
even though it really won't affect too many people right
now, as we go to this evolution in health insurance, it may
become more and more people covered under such a plan . So
w e can' t r e al l y gue s s accurate l y . Bu t we are t r yi ng t he
best we can to understand what might happen in the next few

SENATOR BARRETT: T hank you . Ano t h e r q u e s t io n . The list of
organizations in support of 391 is most impressive. I would
presume that Blue Cross-Blue Shield and perhaps Mutual would
be the primary supporters, underwr i t e r s . . .

SENATOR WESELY: Right, yes.

SENATOR BARRETT: Wi th that, then under the provisions of
t he b i l l , wi l l t h i s b e b i d , will this be bid?

SENATOR WESELY: Yes, i t wi l l be b i d . We were anticipating.
Obviously the larger health insurers in the s tate woul d b e
Blue and Mutual. But it would be bid for the best possible

SENATOR BARRETT: F inal l y , t h e m embersh i p i n th e p oo l i s t o
b e mandat o r y , the nonprofit entity, any p r o v i s io n , any
consideration given, at least to those who may n ot want t o
belong to the pool.

SENATOR WESELY: All nsurance companies must belong . W e

c ontra c t .
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