February 14, 1985 LB 101

contiguous states especially and all the states in the
country, but | do want to make jt just a matter of record
that | amnot in support of continuing education by sone of
these licensees under the way that they have been usedin
the past, at | east to ny experience, agnd | have had
experience wth the realtors because | ama |icensed broker
and | have been involved in some of those fields. Senator
H ggi ns has al so been involved in real estate and insurance
and she has sone concerns that | basically share. | did not
vote for her amendnent, but | do basi cally share sone of her
concerns andthe goal. | think it's inportant that she
understand that the goal of this trend that we're doing
right now, and that s adding continuing education
requirenments to all of these licensees, 31| the |icensees
that are coming in from sunset for renewal we' re addin
continuing education requirenents. The goals are to upgrage

the standards of the profession. The goals further are and
probably nmost inportantly and probably are a djrect result
of the first, the second goal, the nost inportant is to

protect the public to protect t he public welfare. Now
those are very noble goals and that' s why it is very hard to

argue agai nst continuing education in sone of these areas.
The argunent can come in as to how those continuing

educati on hours are being inpl enent ed. Now | et nme give you
sonething to think about so that you have this to think

about with other bills that come up with continuing
education and, in fact, this bill py jtself. You have

an
organl zation and | don't nmean to be picking on the realtors
s only because | aminvol ved and do understand it.
have an organi zation that says, you're going to have to have
continuing education to be a licensed realtor or, excuse me,
a licensed real estate broker or salesman. A realtor, by
the way, is a menmber of an organization. You nmust pea
nmenber of the association to call yourself g realtor . You
can't be g realtor unless you belong to the association.
You can be a |icensed real estate broker gra salesporson,

but in order to becalled arealtor you belongto the
associ ation. Now you al so don't have to be a nenber of this

association to have a license and to ¢tgke these conti nui ng
education requirenents. However, the conmm ssion and the
organi zations involved can charge fees to the peopl e for
taking these courses, they don't have tqg, the ma

And
there is nothing in the statute that says you ca)rlw charyge the
sanme fee for a menber of your association versus

a person
who is not a member of your association. So what could
happen'? And |'mnot saying the realtors do this at all, in
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