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SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Higgins, please.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr. President. Yes, t h i s i s a
friendly amendment. This is an amendment that merely, I
would call it, like Senator Barrett does, a consumers bill.
It's an amendment that would add to the present Real Estate
Commission two lay members. Right now the Commission is
made up of six members, four of whom are licensed real
estate agents and the Secretary of State and one layman.
And as I look at the record, I feel that t he peopl e s h o u l d
have more input on this Commission. I don't think you
necessar i l y ha v e t o have a real estate license to decide
whether or not a realtor has acted in an unethical manner or
not. And as I say, looking at the record of the Real Estate
Commission, I'm not real proud of some of their decisions.
I believe I mentioned this to you before. It might be
redundant, but just to remind you, i n 19 82 t h e t ot al
complaints received by the Commxssion were 54 and t he y
dzsmissed 40 of them. In 1983 again t h e y h a d 54 and t h ey
dismissed 41 of the complaints. And i n 198 4 , j u st up t o
December 11, the complaints received were all the way up to
90, so p er h a p s b y t h e e nd o f t he ye a r t h ey m a y h ave
reached 10 0. As o f t h e d at e that I got my information,
41 of those had been di smxssed; 37 are still pending; 2 had
their li censes rev oked; 6 go t ce n su r ed and 3 had
s uspensions , 1 5 d ay s and 6 0 days and 10 days. I )ust feel
that the public should h ave more i npu t on m any of t hes e
commissions so that they get a fairer deal. I won' t p r ol o n g
this any longer because this was originally a committee
amendment and the date that we voted on it ten senators were
absent or ex cu s e d so I am offering it today a s my o w n
a mendment. Tha n k y o u .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator from Plum Creek, Senator Barrett.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k you , M r. Sp e a k e r , and members . I
b el i ev e t h i s i s an i den t i ca l am e ndment wh i c h w as of f e r e d a
w eek ago b y Sen a t o r H ig g i n s and which was defeated at that
time and hopefully will be defeated again today. An attempt
t o a d d t wo l ay pe r so n s to a six-person commission, Real
Estate Commission, four active licensed real estate brokers,
one active licensed sales person and o n e n o n l i c e n se d l ay
person, six people total, all appointed by the Governor. I
said to the Legislature last week and I would repeat it very
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