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SENATOR BEUTLER: The definition of a drug abusing. person is
one who uses drugs so as to endanger the public safety or

harm to . . .

welfare.

SENATOR WESELY: Umm hmm.

SENATOR BEUTLER: O k a y , t he d efini t i o n o f a m e n t a l l y i l l
dangerous person i s one who presents a substantial risk of
serious harm to another person or persons within the near
f utu re . Now w h y do you nee d a definition? Isn't t h i s
somewhat redundant? Why do you need that definition under
the...in the definition of a drug abusing person?

S ENATOR WESELY: Oh , o k a y .

SENATOR BEUTLER: You already have a definition o f r i s k o f

S ENATOR WESELY: Fo r pu r p o s e s o f the commitment, it is my
understanding that points one and two under Section 2 of the
b il l a re wh a t w o u l d h ave to be invoked. S ection 3 merely
defines who could be considered a drug abuser. We ne e ded a
definition of drug abuser, to then go back to Section 2 and
say, are they a ri sk to other people or are t hey. a r i s k t o
t hemselves'? An d s o I kn o w i t is confusing but that was how
it was explained to us. Section 3 is...first o ff you h ave

SENATOR BEUTLER: B u t w ha t . ..tell me this, what is a danger
to the public safety or welfare that is not covered by
suosection 1 of that particular statute, 83-109? How would
they demonstrate themselves to be a danger to t he pub l i c
safety or welfare except by exhibiting a risk of harm to
another p e r son or per s o n s?

SENATOR WESELY: I t i s p r ob ab l y dup l i c at i ve language,
frankly. The bigger definition is the addicted to use of
drugs and l o s s o f p o wer o f self-control with respect to his
or her addiction. But you don't want to...you want to have
something in there where the public safety or welfar e i s
involved. I mean, you don't commit somebody I suppose who
i s a d r u g abu se r i n t hei r own home and hasn' t lost
self-control and hasn't gone out and threatened t he p u b l i c
safety. Th a t is... I gue ss unde r t h i s def i n i t i on t hey
wouldn' t b e a d r u g ab u s e r , you kn o w , t h ey .

. .

got t o . . .

884


