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situation over the years where the Mental Health Commitment
Act which has been in vogue for the mentally ill and for the
alcoholic person who is dangerous to themselves or dangerous
to the public is committed and placed in a regional center
and their needs are cared for there and t h ey ar e pr o t e c te d
from themselves and the public are protected from them if
they are da ngerous to the public. That procedure has been
around a l ong time. Th ere is a number of safeguards,
patient rights that are available to people. It is a system
that h a s w orked well . The r e h a s bee n a problem t h ough
because sometimes a person may not be an alcoholic and maybe
they are not mentally ill, but the y us e d r u gs a nd as a
result of the use of drugs, a buse t h o s e dr u g s a n d are
dangerous to themselves and to the public and need to be
committed and cared for. Right now there is a commitment
act that is available that is a cumbersome one and one that
i s n ot b ei ng ut i l i zed ef f e ct i v el y and b e c ause of t h i s
program now, the commitment l aw now tha t we h a v e f or t h e
a lcohol i c a n d t h e men t a l l y i l l , and it has worked so well,
we are asking to add to it the d rug a bus ing pe r s on s o t h o s e
p eople t h a t u se d r u g s a n d a b u s e d rugs and n eeded h e l p and
assistance could be committed and cared for in a regional
cente r t h r ou g h t h e Department of Pub lic I nst i t u t i ons .
Anticipating what Senator Chambers might b e ask i ng , we do
have information from DPI and did request concerns about the
rights of these people that might be committed and I can
assure you that I believe anyway their rights are protected
and they do have the opportunity to not have their personal
rights violated through the commitment l aw. A n d a g a i n , a l l
we a r e d oi n g, we a re not changing the Mental Health
Commitment Law whatsoever in the process and procedures , a l l
w e are ad di n g i s o ne m o r e t ype o f i nd i v i du a l w h o c ould b e
committed under that act as it presently is constituted. We
t h ink t h i s i s an i mpo r t a n t bi l l and the Public Health and
Welfare Committee did introduce it on behal f of D PI and I
ask your support at this time to advance it to Select File.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Chambers.

SENATOR C H AMBERS: Mr. Cha i r man an d members of the
Legislature, I hate to be t he one on t h e s e ki nd o f b i l l s
where I think there is a good intent and a desire t o he l p
people who are perceived as needing help, I hate to be the
one t o st a nd up and raise questions and issue warnings.
Whenever a soc i et y begins to accept the attitude that
persons who for whatever reason are engaging in conduct that
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