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Health and Welfare Committee.

CLERK: Mr . P res i d e n t , 2 5 2 w as a b il l of f e r e d b y t h e P u b l ic
Health and Welfare Committee and signed by its members.
(Read t i t l e . ) Th e bill was initially r ead on
January 17 , 1 9 85 , re f e r r e d t o t h e Public He a l t h a n d W el f a r e
Committee for hearing. The bill was advanced to General
File. There are committee amendments pending by the Public

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator W e s e l y, wil l you t ake t he
amendments first?

SENATOR WESELY: S u re .

S PEAKER NICHOL: O k a y .

SENATOR WESELY: Mr. Speaker and members, the amendment, all
it does is strike "public morals" from the bill. The reason
we are striking...one of t he t h i n g s . . . a l l r i gh t , you are
wc ndering why w e d o n ' t want " p u b l i c morals" in the bill.
What we h a v e is a b il l t h at dea l s wi t h a dr u g abuser who
e ndangers t h emselves o r other s a n d u n de r t h e Mental Health
Commitment Act would then be able to be committed and
provide some assistance to t hese peopl e and t ake care o f
their problem. One of the things that the bill says is not
only do t hey hav e t o be dangerous to themselves and to
others , t he y h av e to endanger the public morals . The
problem w e h ad , and whe n t h e b i l l came up t he y r eal l y
couldn't answer the question as to how do you endanger the
public morals? I m ean, what are they doing? And ther e i s
just no way for us to define that, so we ar e a ski n g t h at
that be struck and what is maintained is that if t hey a r e
endangering themselves or others, it just says in the other
sect ions d e a l i n g wi t h t he mental l y i l l and t h e a lcohol i c
person they could be committed. So that is all we are doing
is striking that one small phrase.

SPEAKER N I CHOL: Any further discussion on t he . . . S e n a t o r

SENATOR C H AMBERS: Mr. Cha i r man and members of the
Legislature, I would like to ask Senator Wesely a question
b ecause I h a v e j u st . . .this is my first exposure to the bill.
Senator Wesely, is this an involuntary commitment procedure?

Chambers.

SENATOR WESELY: Yes.
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