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S PEAKER NICHOL: S e n a t o r Warner, d i d you wi sh t o s p e ak

SENATOR WARNER: Mr. President, I r a i se d t h e i ss u e an d I d i d
purposely an d t h e o n l y p u r p ose was to hold up the bill till
the...as far as Final Reading is concerned, unti l t h e r ev i e w
of the program has been completed. Now the fiscal note is
accurat e a s t o wh at is currently going on. I t i n d i ca t e s
that it would require one additional person. I t i s t h e k i n d
of activity that could be funded at a variety of levels. I
suppose if the program was permanent and the only issue that
I am trying to raise is to hold up the bill until the review
of the activity is completed as far as the budget aspect and
a figure arrived at, at that I don't know whether o - not it
s hould be f u nd e d with genera l f und o r f edera l f u n d s , or
partially, and that is the extent of the issue as fa r as I
am concerned. I w anted to raise it,a s I p r ob a b l y w i l l do
o» a variety of bills that may have a general fund impact,
or others will raise, so that the body is aware o f t h e i ssu e
that will be before them eventually.

S PEAKER NICHOL: Se n a t o r Haberman, your light is st i l l on ,
d id yo u wi sh t o sp eak a g a in ? Senator Haberman . Sen at or
Haberman, your light is st i l l on , d i d you w ish t o sp ea k
again? Ok ay. Senator Wesely, would you like to close?
There are no other lights on.

SENATOR WESELY: M r . Spe a k e r and members, I know it has been
confusing to Senator Haberman and I am sure o t her s o f you
are c onfused as we l l . Let me tell you again and t ry a n d
b ack up and g o t h r o ugh t h e p r o gr a m . It was adopted back in
'81. It set up a mechanism by which we could help peop l e
t ha t h av e h an d i c a p s and d i sab i l i t i e s so that they could
continue work and not lose all their benefits and so they
could stay at home a nd no t h av e t o be ar an u nbel i evab l e
f i nanc ia l b ur d en . Al l it costs is 8300 maximum per month.
Now that is a total of $3600 for a family for one person.
Now thi s b i l l exp a n d s i t a little bit, but $3600 per family
is what we are talking about and if you put them in a home
o r i n a n i n st i t u t i on , you a re t a l ki n g $ 1 5 , 0 00 , $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 , who
knows, lots more than that. So this is a much more cost
effective way of dealing with the problem. So after a
couple o f yea r s o f not having budgeted the money, t h e
administrations of both Governor Thone and Governor Ker r ey
and the Department of Social Services supported t h e p r o g r am.
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