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those definitions will continue to app ly t o. t h e new
operative sections which are in your committee amendments.
Basically, this is going to be the first computer crime,
committee crime bill, computer crime bill that the State of
Nebraska ha s h ad . Twenty-one other states n ow have g o n e
t hrough t h e p r oce s s o f enact in g a sep a r at e set of bills,
separate set of legislation to deal with offenses that are
committed to and with computers. The bill that you have
b efore yo u t o d a y i s a combination of the laws o f sev e r a l
states that have been modified to pertain, hopefully, and to
fit carefully into, hopefully, the Nebraska Statutes. We
worked with the California Statutes principally and with the
Florida Statutes and we worked with a computer consultant
out of California by the n ame of D o n P a r ke r wh o was kind
enough to give us a lot of good advice a nd I g o b ac k a n d
t el l you a l i t t l e b i t a b ou t how w e worked o n t he b i l l
because I am not an expert on computers myself. T his i s n o t
going to be the last word in computer law I assure you.
Everybody in the country is trying to figure out how to deal
with the technology that is changing so rapidly as t o
outdate the laws even a s we make t he m . So t hi s i s a
beginnin g an d I h ope a good beginning. If you want to
follow through on the committee amendments and on the green
copy of the bill, I will go through quickly and expl a i n t o
you the substantive sections of the committee amendments,
and before doing that I might say by way of giving you a
sense o f w h e r e you are i n Neb r a s k a l aw t hat t he r e ar e
currently provisions in Nebraska law that prosecutors could
take and try to apply to computer crimes. W e have obv i o u s l y
laws against theft. We have laws against the theft of
s ervices . We h ave l aw s against v a n d a l i s m . We h av e laws
against violations of confidentiality of one type or another
and all these things can be attempted to be taken and used
and applied to computer crimes because generically, of
course, the crimes are the same. But the problem has been
and the advice of all the experts h as been t h a t you n e e d t o
define in terms of computer language and what is going on in
the computer world these different crimes for the reason
that, if nothing else, county atto r n ey s and t h e average
county attorney and the average judge out there may well not
u nderst an d how cu r r en t terminology ca n be a p p l i ed t o
computer crimes and therefore may not apply it. Y ou may
have a situation where computer crimes effectively escape
the punishment of the law because definitions are h eld b y
different courts not to a pply t o t he se n e w t echnolog i c a l
situation that are evolving. So that is the reason why I
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