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difference in investment return. The permanent school fund,
the reason we went to this whole program, as Senator DeCamp
said, is we w ere getting such a l ou s y r et ur n on ou r
permanent school fund. We knew that, if we put it into
weatherization of our public buildings, o ur r e t u r n w o ul d b e
much better. So for the best interest of t he t a xpayers o f
the whole State of Nebraska we went to this program in 1981.
The program has been s u ccess f u l . There have been 263 s c hoo l
districts, across the state, that have benef i t e d . Th e
handout I have from the energy office, the second page, will
show yo u t ha t t h er e h ave be e n 550 sch oo l b ui l d i n g s
weather i z ed , $ 1 3 m i l l i on have been a w a rded i n g r an t s , and
$38 mi l l i o n i n l oc al eco n omic activity has been generated.
These are jobs, these are jobs for the private s ector , t h e s e
a re j ob s f o r e ach a n d e v e r y o n e o f our communities because
they have helped stimulate that economic activity by
bringing these projects t o t he se scho o l b ui l d i ng s . So,
n umber on e , t h e t axp ay e r benefits from the r etur n on
investment, and by the savings i n ene r g y co s t s . N umber t w o ,
the local communities benefit from the economic act i v i t y
generated by this program. Now we k ne w w h e n w e st a r t ed
there are only so many school buildings in the state. At
some point we' re going to weatherize them and the return on
investment isn't going to be there. So we were re a dy t o p u t
a sunset on, to reach that point where we can evaluate when
and if we should discontinue the program and there will be a
p oint at wh i ch w e wi l l s t op the pr og ram because w e' l l r u n
out of school buildings to weather i z e . Th at wil l h a p pen .
You can't talk about this going on and on forever because we
recognize it is a finite group of people that we are dealing
with. Now as soon as we feel we are running out of the
cost-benefit ratio t hat we h av e n ow , t h en w e are go i n g t o
end it. I know Senator DeCamp and I both feel t hat way .
But we haven't done it yet. We still have thirty some
million dollars worth of projects. Ev en at a si x - ye a r
figure we will s till be s h ort o f ma tching a l l t h at
$33 million worth of projects. But we are only extending it
three ye a r s b e .".ause, again, we want to review just l i k e
this, before this body, to justify the program. We' re no t
afraid of that justification,we' re no t a f r a i d o f a s u n s e t
because we think this program can justify itself. That is
why we pu t a sun s e t on i n the first place. We' re b ack t o
you today and we' re saying it does work, it's proven itself
time and again, and for the best interest of this s tate a
continuation of the program is in o rder . The r e h a s b e e n s o
much discussion about the c oncept an d wh a t w e are r e a l l y
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