
February 12 , 1 985 LB 405, 587

C LERK: 2 8 aye s, 0 n ay s, M r. Pr e s i d e n t , on the motion to
advance LB 587.

PRESIDENT: The m otion prevails. T he b ' l l ad van c e d .

CLERK: Mr . P re si d e n t , 405 was a bill offered by Senator
Wesely and Senator Lamb. (Read t i t l e . ) The bi l l was r e a d
on January 1 8. I t was r e f er r ed to the Education Committee,
advanced to General File. I have no amendments to the bill.

PRESIDENT: Senator Wesely.

S ENATOR WESELY: Th a n k y o u , Mr. President, members of the
Legislature, LB 405 deals with a problem that we' ve talked
about in this state for some time and acro ss t h e n at i on ,
asbestos removal. It fi rst came t o l i gh t nat i on a l l y in
1979. We attempted to pass legislation at that time and the
federal government usurped us and basically said they were
going to handle it. Of course they didn't and left us
hanging for a couple of years. We came back in with some
l egi s l a t i o n w h i c h w o r ke d wi t h t h e schools to help them get
started on cleaning up their problems and f o l l owed up w i t h
a ddi t i o n a l l eg i sl at i on a cou p l e o f ye a rs ag o which a l l o wed
them to separately levy and account for their asbestos
removal costs, and that provision had a sunset on it of
August of this year. Re cently the E PA has aga i n e n te r e d
i nto t h e s i t u at i on . They are now talking about fining some
of the school distracts. A lot of the school districts that
h ave been k i n d o f h an g i n g b a c k a re r eady t o move f o r wa rd , so
t hey need a c ou p l e mo r e y e a r s to deal with the problem.
Most of the larger schools have already dealt with it. This
bill would be most affecting those small schools in the
state. Again, it is purely optional. It gives them another
I guess option to deal with the problem that they now have.
It is purely a voluntary situation. We want to try and
stick a carrot out there to encourage them to remove this
asbestos, if possible. A sbestos i s v er y ca r cen o geni c a n d
n eeds t o be r emo v e d . There is no federal requirement that
it has to be re moved. There a r e f e de r al requirements in
terms of inspection and the n r epo r t i n g a n y h a" ar d . That i s
where the fines are com ing from, for violation of that
mandate. But otherwise i t x s a p ur e l y v o l u nt a r y s i t u at i o n
so far. Many of the schools a re r e ad y t o mov e . The y nee d
this assistance. It is a local option that they do not have
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