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SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you , Mr . Ch a i r man, and I compliment
Senator Smith on her first maiden speech in the Legislature.
Forgetting the freshman senators and the mess we have around
h ere w i t h d e s k s i n t he ha l l and trying to assign offices, I
would like to remind the body that we c ame down here i n 19 8 4
in December for a two-day seminar. One of the purposes of
it was to give the freshmen or the new senators o ne day t o
teach them about the Legislature, where the Fiscal Analyst's
office is, what they can learn, and to tell them how the
Legislature functions a s opposed t o wha t they might have
been l e d t o b e l i eve . Now the senators that are objecting to
this are saying, well, those of us that live way, way far
away would have to come in for just ten days a nd g o b a c k .
So my suggestion is this, instead of starting t he day t h a t
S enator Wesel y s a y s , make it two days before. Y ou can t h e n
have your committee chairmen r e p o r t s , which w e h a d t h i s
year, December 12. You can also have your freshman senators
take their seminar. Wh en they go home with t he r u l e b o o k ,
they will be a little bit more aware of how things r eal l y
w ork a r o und h e r e . Maybe they will be smarter than we want
them to be, those of us who have been here f or f o u r yea r s .
But really it is not a very strong argument to say, we l l , w e
don' t w an t t o c ome down here f o r t en days when we l i v e so
far away and t h e n c o me b ack. You com e d own he r e f or t w o
days i n Dec e mber and s p end one day listening to committee
reports. And let' s face it, senators, what we come down
here primarily for is to lobby for chairmanships. So here
you have go t t w o d a y s e x t r a . You are going to get paid your
per diem the day we actually start t he sess i on . You a r e
going to get paid your mileage f or when you c ome do w n f o r
the regular seminar. So we are really not asking you to
come down in December for just two days and then go all the
way home. We a re just saying, give the new senators a
chance t o le ar n t h e makeup of the Legislature, how i t
operates, give them those couple o f w e e k s t c go home and
study the rules and think about what they have learned in
the seminar and give the legislative s taf f ' .he oppor t u n i t y
t o hav e a 'co u p l e o f we e k s to organize the ffices so th a t
when a new senator comes down here he isn't treated as if he
were any different than the r es t o f u s whi have been here
four to twelve, to fifteen years. They a re a sen at o r i n
their own right. Ti ey deserve t o h ave an office the day we
start legislation ard I think it is only fair to them. But
the argument tc come down here for t en days , t o co me such a
g reat d i s t a n c e , )ust doesn't hold water when you come down
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