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in that, but you are v ery m u c h i n v o l v e d in the musical
chairs that goes on with regard to room assignments and with
regard to staffing patterns and staffing assignments and
wastebasket s an d t h e whole works and it would be very good
to get that out of the way so that by the third legislative
day you were sitting down here i n L i n co l n r eady t o d o
business an d t h at can happen if we have this pattern of
taking a couple of days in December electing our leadership,
l et t i n g t he m u s i c a l ch a i r s p l ay i t se l f ou t and t hen we are
ready for business on the third day. Now the other thing
that I wanted to speak to was the subject of saving time.
I t h a s bee n a sse r t e d on the floor that this d oesn' t sa v e
t ime a t a l l and I t h i nk t h a t t h at i s c l e ar l y n ot t h e c a s e .
I f you came d own here i n Dece mber and al l ow e d t h e
i n t r o d u c t i o n o f b i l l s f or a coup l e o f d ays, t he n t h e
committee could set those bills for hearing . Th ey cou l d
even set them before the next legislative day if they wanted
to, but in any event, by the third legislative day you would
b e h o l d i ng h e a r i ng s . By the fourth legislative day you
could have some of the easier bills up on the f l oo r a n d b e
w orking on t h em . If y ou r e c al l what h a s h a p pened t h i s
session , t h e first ten days w e wo r ke d on a l mos t no
substantive matters on the f l oor , R e v i s o r ' s b i l l s ex ce p t e d ,
those aren't really substantive, simply because the process
doesn't allow it. Y ou have t o h ave so ma n y d a y s t o g i v e
notice for the hearings. By virtue of giving those notices,
it is always the eighth or ninth or tenth legislative day
before we are dealing with substantive legislation on the
floor of the Legislature. If you organize a couple of days
in December, by the fourth l egi s l a t i v e d ay you c an have
r egula r b i l l s up on t h e f l oo r and be hearing them. I think
that that is a...if you believe that you need as much time
a s poss i b l e t o i nt e l l i gen t l y de a l with the workload that we
have, here is a means of building in a little more time that
we c a n u s e i n a thoughtful kind of way o n t he ac t u a l
l egi s l a t i o n by ado p t i ng this particular rule change. I
support t h e ru l e c han g e .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Hannibal and then Senator Conway.

SENATOR HANNIBAL: Nr. Speaker a n d members of t h e bod y , I
h ave had a c h a nc e t o t h i nk about this proposal for a couple
of years now too and maybe I am going to change my mind
because Senator Warner did come by and tell me that i f we
did have this change and we had the Appropriations Committee
set before Christmas, we could probably meet all through the
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