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SENATOR BEUTLER: Otherwise it has nothing to do with that.
Otherwise it has to do with building up a structure to
compete in an interstate banking situation.

S ENATOR DECAMP: Ye s .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Which is it really all about, the first or
t he l a t t e r ?

SENATOR DECAMP: My goals are.
. .

SENATOR BEUTLER: W e nee d t o straighten out the arguments
here, I think, a little bit so.

. .

SENATOR DECAMP: Okay. I' ve made it pretty clear what my
goals are. My goals and my purpose is to internally, with i n
the state, make sure we strengthen the overall f abri c b y
having some institutions merged, made branches of some of
the stronger and larger institutions. We have fo ur hu n d r e d
and, I don't know, sixty-five or seventy banks in the s tate .
That is more banks per person than any state i n t h e U n i t e d
States. I'm not sure t hat yo u c a n sup p or t a s ystem l i k e
that forever. I w ould still like tosee most of the rural
areas keep a small bank and that can probably only be done
through merger or acquisition in that fashion as a branch.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Let me ask you this, Senator DeCamp, as a
matter of your personal philosophy, how m any large ba n k s
should there be in this state?

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR DECAMP: As a matter of my personal philosophy, my
personal philosophy is artificial protectionism hurts the
ones you ar e t r y i n g to protect and hurts the people. I
would e l i m i n a t e t h e I n i t i at i v e 300 ' s . I would e l i m i n a t e t h e
various other artificial r egula t i o n s w e k e e p o n banking.
That would be my personal goal.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Well, what I'm getting at is if. ..how many
more times are we going to increase t he deposi t l i mi t a t i on
before interstate banking comes, in order to build up local
institutions, or maybe one local institution? I g uess we
get down to that question too . Let m e ask you another
prel i m i n ar y q ue s t i o n. How many l oc al i nst i t u t i on s are
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