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townships serve no viable purpose. They remain on t h e
books, no one runs for office, people get persuaded into
h olding t h e of f i ce w h en , i n fact, there is simply nothing
g oing on . We h a v e o n e c o u n t y that raises a total of $7,500
of tax money for township government, $2,200 o f wh i ch i s
spent in actual services, $5,000 o f whi ch a r e sp en t in
salaries and consultant fees to decide how to spend the
$2,000 . Cl ear l y t he r e is a variation between the counties
that need township governments and t he on es t h at don' t .
However, to get rid of a township government, ycu h ave t o
have a very lengthy petition process, getting ten percent of
the voters of the last election. 422 makes a very simple
change. It permits a county board to put on the ballot the
q uest i o n , "Shal l we retain the townships form o f
government'?" Ther e ar e some counties that can make
immediate use of this bill. There are others t hat w o u l d
never make use of it because townships are serving their
p urposes i n t he i r a re a s . I would submit to you that LB 422
is a flexible approach to meet the declining f or t unes o f
township governments in this state and yet at the same time
permitting those that remain viable and strong t o con t i n u e
to exist. I would move the advancement o f LB 42 2 .

PRESIDENT: Nay we have order in the C hamber, please.
(Gavel.) The Chair recognizes Senator Rod Johnson.

SENATOR R . J OH NSON: Nr. President, members, I r i se t o
support this bill and I wan t t o pu b l i c l y t h ank Senator
Landis and t he Government Committee f o r wo r ki n g so
diligently on this particular issue because I know i t i s a
difficult one because as Senator Landis has explained to
you, dep e n d i n g u po n t he ar ea i n which yo u l i ve and the
county i n whi ch you l i ve , any form of township government
may be operating very well or not at all. And i n my c a s e i n
Clay County, the township governments do not work at all but
there were other counties that used these instruments very
well a n d t he p e o p l e i n t h ose areas want to continue to keep
those. And I think t hat t h e k ey wo r d h er e , a nd S e n a t o r
Landis h a s h i t up on i t , i s "flexibility", and I think that
that is important to remember in this i ssue . As I sa i d ,
there are some who want to use it and some who probably will
not, and I think that he has drafted a piece of legislation
here that provides that flexibility for the counties and I,
for one, strongly support it.

PRESIDENT: Th ank you . Is there further discussion on
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