
February 6 , 1 9 85 LB 53, 422

CLERK: 2 6 e yes , 3 nays, Mr. President, on the motion to
advance the b i l l .

P RESIDENT: LB 53 i s adv a n c ed . Next i s LB 422 .

CLERK: Mr . P res i de n t , 422 is a bill offered by t he
Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee. (Read
t i t l e . ) Th e b i l l wa s r ead on J an u ar y 1 8 , r efer re d t o t h e
Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee for
h eari ng . I t wa s adv a n c e d to General File. I h a v e n o
amendments to the bill.

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Landis.

SENATOR LANDIS: Mr. Speaker, me mbers of the Legislature,
LB 422 is the product of' an interim study. The i n t e r i m
s tudy was su g g e s ted t o u s by Sen a t o r R o d Joh n so n a n d we
finally broke down and held a hearing. It happened to be a
hearing right next to the beginning of the session, just the
day before, so it didn't cost us anything. We got ourselves
a g o o d bi l l ou t of that session b ecause 4 22 com e s
recommended by the Nebraska Association of County Officials.
There are 27 counties in Nebraska that use the township form
of government. Townships are a r ea s s i x m i l e s b y si x mi l es
sually that have a special mill levy and a very sm a l l

township government of three officials. Those officials are
elected by a township to administer that mill levy fo r t h e
purpose of either running a cemetery district or f or t h e
keeping of r o ad s . A lmost all of them that are now
functional use their m oney f o r r o ad pu r p o s es . A ctua l l y
township government probably remains an anachronism but it
does have a v e r y re a l va l u e . That value we found out at the
beginning of this session is to serve as a kind of economic
b uffer , a d eep p o c k e t for county government. As y o u a l l
k now, cou nt y g o v e r nment h a s a n operat i o na l m i l l l ev y m a x i mum
t ha t i s app l i ed to it by law above which i t c a n no t go .
There ar e coun t i es , o ne o f wh i ch w e he a r d f rom, Saunders ,
t hat u s e d t h e t ow n s h i p m i l l l ev y t o do r o a d se r v i c e w h ic h
the county itself could not afford to do. I f we wer e t o do
away with township governments across the state, there would
be a number of counties that would b e put i n a v er y se r i ou s
position where the needs and services that are presently
being paid for by a mixture of county and township levies
could no longer be paxd for if they had to simply r ely on
the county levies. T here a r e , howe v e r , counties in which
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