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b i l l ?

That is what the bill does. I believe it is a good bill. I
think we ought to advance the bill. I' ll be happy to try to
answer questions, but it is a very simple bill.

PRESIDENT: Senator Higgins, do you wish to speak on this

SENATOR HIGGINS: Yes, Mr. President. T hank y o u . Sen a t o r
Schmit.

SENATOR SCHMIT: Yes, Senator.

SENATOR HIGGINS: I p l ead i gn o r a nce t o t h i s b i l l .

SENATOR SCHMIT: Don't feel lonely.

SENATOR HIGGINS: The bill is going to exempt c erta i n
parties from the federal antitrust laws?

SENATOR SCHMIT: It exempts public power districts, Senator
Higgins. The U.S. Supreme Court hassaid that they cannot
have blanket immunity, but the states can provide that
immunity if we so chose. That is what the bill does. I t
allows the State of Nebraska to provide the public power
districts with that kind of immunity.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Senator Schmit, why do we want to give the
public power districts immunity from the federal antitrust
laws.

SENATOR SCHMIT : Wel l , Senator Hi g gi n s , the State of
Nebraska is the only, I believe, fully public power state i n
the nation. The re are no private power companies i n t h e
state. As such the opportunity for antitrust violations are
virtually nonexistent. It isn't a question of w hether t h e
public power district would take advantage of a private
power district. There are no private power districts here.
We actually have only two major public power districts.
There isn't really any chance, in my estimation, for the
ent i t i e s t o be gui l t y of antitrust violations. But t h i s
does recognize the public power policy of the State of
Nebraska. I th ink that, because of ou r u n i q u e n at u r e , we

501


