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aides and requires that they be registered, trained and
supervi se d b y b oar d a pp r ov e d audiologists or speech
pathologists. C ommunication aides wil l be au t ho r i z e d t o
carry out the more routine aspects of rehabilitation. D ri l l
w ork i s of t e n nec e s s a r y in rehabilitation, especially for
stroke patients. It is simply not necessary t hat an
audiologist or speech pathologist with a master ' s d e g ree do
this repetitive work. Use of communication aides will also
save money for patients, since the aides will do r out i n e
work a t a l ow e r c os t . Audiologists and speech pathologists
will be able to see more patients, thus improving access to
health care in the western part of the state. It is not the
i nten t o f t h i s b i l l to in any way regulate t he us e of
communication aides in the public schools. The bill makes
several technical changes. The title, Speech Pathologist,
i s cha n ged t o Sp e e c h Language Pathologist which i s t he
current usage in the profession and i n c ol l eg e s an d i n
universities. Section 34 provides an operative date of
July 1st, 1985, and Section 36 contains an emergency clause
which is needed since the necessary operative date falls
prior to 30 days after adjournment. I urge yo ur a d v a ncement

SENATOR LABEDZ: Th ank you , Senator Ma r s h. See i ng no
further lights, Senator Marsh, w e wil l n o w v ot e o n L B 1 2 9 .
Those voting in favor vote aye, opposed nay .

CLERK: S e n a t o r L a b edz v o t i n g ye s .

S ENATOR LABEDZ: H a v e y o u al l vo t e d ? Mr . Cl er k , r eco r d .

CLERK: 31 ayes, 0 nays on the motion to advance the bill,
Madam President. (See page 450 of the Legi slative
J ournal . )

Madam President, the next b i l l , LB 249 , o ffe red b y t he
Public Health and Welfare Committee and s ig n e d by i t s
members. ( Read t i t l e . ) Th e b i l l was read o n Ja n u a ry 1 7 ,
referred to the Public Health and Welfare Committee for
publ i c h e a r i n g . Th e b i l l wa s advanced to General File. I
do have Public Health and Welfare Committee amendments
pending .

o f LB 1 2 9 .
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