
February 4 , 1 9 85 LB 129

SENATOR LABEDZ: Have you all voted? Record.

CLERK: 3 1 aye s , 0 n ay s o n ado p t i o n of the committee
amendments. (See page 450 o f t h e L e g i s l a t i v e J o u r n a l . )

S ENATOR LABEDZ: S e n a t o r M a r s h , on the b i l l .

SENATOR MARSH: Thank you, Madam Chair. The pr imary pu rpose
of LB 129 is to continue the existence of the Board of
Examiners in audiology and speech pathology by repealing the
sunset clause. It is important to note that we need to get
this passed this session so t he boar d wi l l not go out o f
exis t ence . I n 1983 the board u n d erwent s u n s e t r eview . I t
was the decision of the Performance Review and A u d it
Committee which conducted the review to continue t he board
a nd t o ch an g e a n d exp a n d p r ov i si on s r elating to it b y
introducing LB 840 last year. This b i l l was he l d b y t h e
Public Health and Welfare Committee and d i d no t r e ach
General Fi l e , h enc e , t he b i l l this year. LB 129 is similar
to l as t year ' s b i l l and incorporates some of the amendments
t hat wer e p r op o sed t o i t . I n add i t i on t o continuing the
b oard, Sec t i o n 1 3 of t he bi l l p r ovi de s a statement of
legislative intent to the effect that the goal of regulation
is to ensure that audiologists and speech pathologists meet
minimum s tandards of p roficiency and competency.
Secti on s 1 4 a n d 1 7 w i l l al l ow audiologists to do vestibular
testing of patients when such testing is ordered by a
physician. Vestibular testing is done on referral of a
physician as a diagnostic tool to identify pathology of
h earing an d of t he balance s y s t e m. New language permits
audiologists to start oral rehabilitation after a dvis i n g a
client that he o r she should s e e a p h y s ic i a n. In ord er t o
ensure minimum standards, Section 32 continues to require
all audiologists and speech pathologists to be l i censed by
the Department of Health except those pra ctitioners
s peci f i e d i n Se c t i o n 71 - 1 187 wh ic h i nc l u d e s a u d i o l o g i s t s an d
speech pathologists employed by the federal government and
those employed by the State Department of Education which
has its own a ccrediting process. Section 2 1 seek s t o
protect the public by requiring 20 clock hours of continuing
educat io n e v e r y t wo yea r s . Section 23 to 32 of t he b i l l
estab l i s h e s f or t h e board a d efinition of communication
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