
February 1 , 1 9 85 LB 109

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: The fact of the felony itself would not
be held against him.

SENATOR HIGGINS: I t h i n k t h i s i s a fair amendment. I know
a lot of real estate agents that are felons but have never
been brough t t o cou r t . So I think we ought to have equal
justice for all. I am g oing to support this amendment.
Thank you .

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r Beutler . Oka y . Nay we have o r d e r i n
the "hamber please (gavel). Senator Beutler, do you wish to
speak on t h e Jo h n son amendment? Senator Vickers , d o you
wish to speak on the Johnson amendment? S enator Hann ib a l .
Senator De Camp, do y o u wi sh t o sp eak o n t h e John s o n

SENATOR DECAMP: Well, Nr. President, Senator J ohnson h a s
k ind o f a n o d d way o f sel l i n g t h i s p a r t i cu l a r a mendment bu t
t he i d ea h a s b ee n ut i l i z e d i n a lot of the different
licensing proposals and it is important because in this day
and age there isn't anything that you don't have to get a
license for almost and, o f cou r s e, t h i s ye ar you have
another h al f a dozen l i cen s es . I t u sed t o b e st and a r d
practice in the laws back when a l l l i cen s i n g t h i n g s wer e s e t
u p to h av e a st o c k p h r a s e in there and that standard phrase
w as no pe r s o n who ha s e v e r b een conv i c t e d o f an y crime of
moral turpitude, b lah , b l ah , b l ah , sh a l l be a l l ow e d a
license. This was generally interpreted to mean a felony of
any k i nd . So som ebody that might have had a fe l on y and
n ever eve r s e r v e d a day i n j ai l b ecau s e o f a ba d c he c k o r
something was written out forever of ever be i n g a d o c t o r o r
a lawyer, and now with all the other licensing things, real
estate, you name it. So really, it isn't as dramatic as it
sounds. It jus t means that that record of conviction
wouldn' t aut om a t i cal l y , wouldn't automatically mean t h at
they could never get a license. And I t h i n k i t i s a good
amendment. The person who is applying for an application to
b e a b r o ke r i s go i n g t o hav e to pass a test, they are going
t o have t o ha v e a dec e n t r e co r d , they are going to have meet
the same s t a ndards a s a n y body else, and you shouldn't write
out your population who has at one time or another had a
felony conviction, you shouldn't write them out o f b ei ng
able to make a living which you effectively are doing these
d ays on t he s e l i cen s e a n d things simply by retaining this
old standard that we used to do fifty or a hundred year s a g o
when it all started. So I wo u l d ur ge y ou t o adop t t he

amendment?
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