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Johnson amendment?

now out of jail and he was a fairly successful person in his
own field and he said to me he w o u l d l i ke t o be a r ea l
estate agent but he had d i s c ove red t o h i s ho r r o r t hat h e
couldn't be one because he was a felon. That is all it was,
he was a felon. Now he can go out and build a house, he can
be a contractor. That is right, he can be a contractor and
be a felon. It doesn't make any difference but he can' t
sell the piece of property, can't be a real estate agent.
Th.:t i s r i gh t , t h at i s right, Senator Hannibal. He can be a
l awyer . He c an b e a l aw y e r . In fact, as you may remember
G . B r a d f o r d Co o k was convicted of certain perjury to
Congress , a s I r ec al l , and his license to practice law was
s usperded t h r e e y e a r s , but at the conclusion of that time,
he can resume the p ractice of law. S o mo st l icensed
p rofess i on s und e r s t a n d that people do com mit serious
criminal problems, that people do pay their price for their
crimes, and that after the price is paid, if all other
factors are all right, that person ought to b e abl e t o
engage in whatever the licensed profession is b ecause t h e
price was paid. It was paid. So I s i m p l y d o n ' t t h i n k i t i s
appropriate for it to be an unfair trade practice and
thereby prevent a person from having a license the fact that
they might be a felon and that is what this amendment would
do. It would eliminate that provision from the current law.

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r Higgins, do you wish to speak on th e

SENATOR HIGGINS: Yes, and also on the bill, Nr. President.

PRESIDENT: Ver y w e l l , g o ah ea d . Senator J o hnson, a s I r ead
his section of the bill and you r efe r re d t o a pe r son w h o
has been convicted of a felony, is it your intent to remove
that section just for t hose who h av e b een co n v i c t e d of a
felony wh i l e d ea l i n g i n re a l e st at e ?

SENATOR V. JO HNSON: No, Na'am, that provision would go out
and thus even the worst of felons, the murderers, and the
rapists, and the like, just because they have been convicted
doesn't automatically preclude t hem f ro m dea l i ng i n real
estate for the rest of their lzves, for the rest of t h e i r

SENATOR HIGGINS: So you are talking about any c onvic t e d
felon then would be able to get a real estate license?

l i f e .
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