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LB 136. Members, please record your vote. The Chai r i s
going to call for a machine vote here. H ave you al l v ot e d ?
H ave yo u a l l v ot ed ' ? The Clerk will record. Senator
Beutler .

S ENATOR BEUTLER: How many ar e a b s en t ?

P RESIDENT: T h r e e a r e e x c used t o d ay .

SENATOR BEUTLER: T h r e e a r e e x c u sed'? O kay, a r e c or d v o t e .

PRESIDENT: A re co r d vo t e h a s b e en r e q u es te d .

CLERK: (Read r e c or d v o t e as f ound on page 431 of t he
Legislative Journal.) 2 0 ayes, 2 3 n a ys , Mr . Pr e s i d e n t , on
the motion to indefinitely postpone.

PRESIDENT: The motion fails. We' re back to the motion to
advance the bill. Where are we, Mr. Clerk, with t he . . . ?
T he motion i s st i l l deba t a b l e . Senators Beutler and Higgins
have their lights on, and Hannibal. Do any of you wish to

SENATOR BEUTLER: Mr . S pea k e r , members of the Legislature,
you know we seem to have a fact question before u s in p a r t
and the fact question is whether this board is affected by
politics or not. And it seems to me from the discussion
today that whatever decision you make about that, whether
t hat boa r d i s b y its nature going to be a f f ec t e d b y
politics, whatever decision you make about that, you should
leave the Board just the way it is. Because if you believe
that the way it operates now it is not affected by politics,
then having these experts in the Department of Insurance and
the Department of Labor and DAS h aving t h e m dea l w i t h i t i s
what you want. That is what you want. It makes no sense to
add political figures in on the process. If, on the other
hand, you believe that it is by its nature to be affected by
politics, then it should be politics that i s coupled t o
accountability and that is what you have now b ecause th e
Governor ap p o i n ts all those people, the Governor i s
responsible if that is what you think is happening with that
board and will always happen. So it seems to me whatever
your view is, it would not be good policy to change things.
And beyond that, let me just point out one more time, a
unanimous vote of five on a tort claim is probably going to
lead to a lot of unfair situations, a lot of u nf a i r

speak? S e n a t o r B e u t l er .
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