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Commissioner of Labor and the Director of Administrative
Services who are all appointees of the Governor. Now before
the change of the law in 1981 the Claims Board was composed
solely of constitutional officers, the Lieutenant Governor,
the Treasurer and the Auditor. Adding these two additional
members back to the b oard doe s gi ve t he b oard a br o a d e r
representation and I thank that would be good. I t d oe s
st i l l g i v e a ma j o r i t y vot e on the board to the Governor' s
appointees, the three people he appoints . Th e re wou l d b e
five people on the board instead of three and th e t h r ee
persons I first named are still on the board. So we w i l l
have five instead of three but we wi l l ad d t he St at e
Treasurer an d t h e A u d i t o r . I ask t h e bi l l b e adv a n ced .

P RESIDENT: T h e C h a i r recognizes Senator Beutler.

S ENATOR BEUTLER: N r . Sp e a k e r , members of the Legislature, I
don' t t h i nk that this bill represents a particularly good
change. I n 198 1 w h en we c hanged t h i s l aw w e changed t h i s
law because basically as I r eca l l t h e c onst i t u t i on a l
officers didn't want to be involved in the State Claims
Board p r o c ess . By an d large it is not a very glamorous
p rocess and by an d l a r g e i t was hard to get them to come to
the meetings. And even at that point in time it was a
smaller board of three, I think, Senator Lamb, was i t not ' ?
It all depends on what your philosophy is I guess, b ut a s
f ar a s I am c o n c e r ned I w o u l d l i ke t o see all of the members
of the Claims Board continue to be as t he y a r e n o w, members
of the executive branch of government for whom the Governor
i s r e spons i b l e . I t h i n k t h a t i s good . Right now i t i s t he
head of the Department o f I n su r a n ce . The hea d o f t he
Department of I nsurance i s a pe r s o n who deals o n a d ay t o
day basis with claims in all parts o f th e insurance
i ndust r y . He i s f ami l i a r wi t h c la i ms . He i s f ami l i ar wi t h
the claims process. The Department of Labor also i s a
member, the head of the Department of Labor is also a member
of the board. He also has a lot of experience in his day to
day operation on claims and the claims process through
deal in g w i t h a l l o f t he s tat e ' s p er s o n n e l . And f i n a l l y , t he
third member of the board is the Director of DAS and under
DAS of course is the Budget Division. So this is the branch
of government that has the most knowledge about the state ' s
budget, the expenditure figures. It seems to me that these
three people on the board are the correct three people to be
o n t h e b oar d an d beyond that, that it is the correct
philosophy to have the executive branch responsible. These
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