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purpose of this. Additionally, I am serving notice now that
I don ' t be l i eve any Commonwealth solution can ultimately be
accomplished unless this issue of the property taxes
involved in the C ommonwealth matter are r e so l v e d. One
senator, a new senator, asked me last night what I'm talking
about when I'm talking about this property tax thing, s o I ' m
going t o exp l a i n i t i n r e al simple l an g u age . Al l thi s
property that Commonwealth has ended u p wit h h as p r o p e r t y
taxes owed on it, just the same as if Senator Remmers has a
h ouse or I h av e a h o u s e , w e have p r ope r t y t axe s e a c h y e a r ,
or lots, or property, or farms, or whatever. If we don' t
p ay o u r p r o p e r t y t axe s t h e n the county attorney and the
county officials take action and they collect them. T hat i s
tne normal rule and that is the law. However, i f y ou h a p pen
to live in Lincoln or Lancaster County, it doesn't work that
way. If you are one of the power structure, they let your
taxes go five, six, seven years wh i l e t he y h ave f r o n t pa g e
stories about other people that don't pay their property
taxes. Had the property taxes been forced and collected,
Commonwealth would have been brought to a head year s a go .
So, i f anyt h i ng , t he pub l i c officials of Lincoln and
Lancaster County are as much at f aul t a s a n y body . My point
to you is any resolution of Commonwealth has to necessarily
involve not simply taking money from the other 1.5 million
taxpayers of t h e state so that they can pay property taxes
on all this property that nobody ever p a i d p r ope r t y t axe s
on. That is one of the things that we do have l e g i sl at i o n
on. The r e i s a method to do it. I had hop e d t o get an
amendment on this particular resolution before we passed it
where we recited that. I w i l l b e b r i ng i ng t hat up at a
later date. But at this point I would suggest we ratify the
committee report of the Commonwealth Committee s o i t i s a
matter of public record and a matter of official record of
this Legislature u pon whic h t h e c ou r t o r anybody e l se c an
look to see what occurred and understand our actions.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Beutler, t hen Senato r V a r d J o h n s o n .
Did you wan t V a r d t o go a head of y o u ?

SENATOR BEUTLER: No, Mr. Sp e a ke r, I h ave an amendment. If
it's okay I think I'd just as soon take it up at this point
i n t i m e.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Oka y .

CLERK: M r . Pr e s i d e n t , Senator Beutler would move to amend
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