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have read it, I'm sure, are aware that the 10 to 20 percent
c laim r e a l l y had re f e r e n ce , in effect, to the tort claim
concept of, was there a liability on the part of the state?
As I understand the report, that is all it really addresses.
T he r e p or t sa y s the contract claim did not have merit,
rejected that. But in add i t i on t o t h at , there wa s a
minority report which was based upon the concept of a moral
obligation, which again almost every person, no matter which
side they were on the resolution, has made reference to. So
if you want to accept the Commonwealth report of the Special
Committee, then the amount of t h e $10 m il l i on , for t he
settlement of the tort claim, is a f i g ur e you c an set on .
I n ad d i t i on i s t h e i ssue , it seems to me, of the moral
o bl i g a t i o n . Unde r that theory then the additional amount,
t o b r i n g i t u p t o $20 . 5 m il l i on , i s a v e r y r eas o nable a nd
appropriate route to go. I would u rg e i f yo u ar e wi l l i ng t o
support that figure t hat y o u do not s upport t h e r edu c e d
figure, but retain the resolution as it is. I f I ma y , I ' d
yield the balance of the time I have to Senator Beutler.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Beu t l e r , you r mike w a s no t on .
Would you repeat that?

SENATOR BEUTLER: I' ll wait my turn, Mr. Speaker.

S PEAKER NICHOL: O k a y . Senator Schmit.

SENATOR S C HMIT: Mr. Pre s i d en t and members o f the
Legislature, it has been touched upon, a s Senator Warner h a s
said, by almost everyone here today, l egal l y I don ' t t hi nk
a nyone doubts t h e fact that this Legislature can walk away
from any payment to Commonwealth deposi t o r s . Tha t i s no t
the issue here. I s a id mary times during the session in
1984, and during the Special Session of 1984, that whatever
we do we ou g h t t o do and do it now. The longer the issue
remains in d oubt, the more serious it becomes t o t h e
Commonwealth depositor, the more serious it becomes t o t h e
S tate o f N e b r a s k a . I' ve been criticized a few times on this
floor for someone who says. ..because I said once it might be
better to do something, even if it proves to be wrong, than
to continue to vacillate. It's happened here many times. I
could chide my Lincoln friends a bit. I think they might
find that happened yesterday. But t h a t wi l l have t o be a
decision made by time. But the point that has been made
here this morning as to the moral obligation is one which
brings to mind a story we' ve all heard many times about what
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