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afraid to support this resolution based upon the good faith
expressions of Senator Landis and others that if and when
there comes a time that in this body, whether it is Senator
DeCamp's bill or whether it is a bill that I have , o r
others, there comes the opportunity for those individuals to
say, ye s, we wi l l p r ov i d e so m e m oney to s h or e u p N e b r a s k a
banks that we are going to get that support. I don ' t h a v e
it in writing and very frankly if the man's word i s n ' t an y
good, his written word isn't any good, and I can d ea l wi t h
that. But I know that the interest of this Legislature is
such that we are committed to maintain the integrity of the
S tate o f Neb r as k a and during critical t imes you d o
innovative things and you do those things which you would
not normally do. D uring times of prosperity you bui l d
buildings and you spend money and you do other things. But
during . . .

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR SCHNIT: ...times such as this we invest money in
t r y i n g t o ma i nt ai n the sou n dness o f the f inancial
institutions of this state. I would h ope t ha t t h e
resolution does pass. I would accept an amendment to b e
more specific, but I will not offer it.

SPEAKER NICHOL: S e n a t o r V a r d J o h n son .

S ENATOR V. JOHNSON: N r . Sp e a ke r a n d members of the body, I
intend to vote for the Vickers-Schmit amendment o r t h e
Schmit-Vickers amendment to L R 39. The agri cultural
question that we are facing today reminds me very much of a
bit of English history in the Sixteenth Century in England.
As the result of a fair amount of wealthy property owner
agitation, the English Parliament voted to ta k e pu b l i c l an d
which was k n own a s t h e "commons" and to enclose that public
l and a nd t o se l l t ha t pub l i c l and t o wea l t h y Eng l i sh
p roper t y h ol de r s . And t h e d ecis i o n t h at t h e Eng l i sh
Parliament reached in 1580 in England h as come down t o u s
h is t o r i ca l l y as t h e G reat En cl o s u r e Acts becau se t h ey
enclosed public lands and mad e t ho se enc l o se d lands
available to the wealthy to acquire. And in that act alone
the English Parliament depopulated the rural countryside.
They started one of the largest migrations in the history of
the Western World from the country to the c i t i e s . And , i n
fact, the Elizabethan Poor Law which was adopted in England
in 1603 was a direct result of the 1580 Enclosure Act where
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