
LR 39J anuary 30 , 1 9 85

not sure I got yours, Senator Lamb.

SENATOR LAMB: But I a m sure you did not vote for the
constitutional amendment on ag land valuations. Thank you.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Schmit.

SENATOR SC HMIT: Nr. President and members of the
Legislature, as I have said many times on this floor, each
of us must depend upon the integrity of the other. From
time to time that brings out the best in us and it certainly
proves that we believe in God and even Senator Chambers must
smile a bit at that because he has voted here many times for
i ssues which a r e of no substantive importance to h i m b a sed
u pon th e co r r ec t n e s s o f that position as it impacts upon
others in the state. I can t e l l you v e r y ho n e s t l y t hat I
have never been convinced of a legal responsibility of the
State of Nebraska toward the Commonwealth depositors. But I
can tell you also very honestly that as a legislator and as
an elec ted pe r s on, as o ne w ho voted for the creation of the
NDIGC, I r ecognize that we have a limited abi l i t y t o
investigate the operation of th e ex ecutive branch of
government. Each of us in here already if not i n t h e p a s t
will some time in the future create some kind of a state
agency or contribute to some agency and t hen won d er h o w i t
is operating. Senator Vickers has a bill this year to bring
to an end the various commodity checkoff boards. One of t h e
r easons , as I u nd er s t an d it, for the introduction of the
b al l r s t o i x nd out what t he y a r e do i ng . I h a ve a sk e d h a m
many times and I have said , y o u kn o w , Go d b l e ss you , Schmit ,
go away, you can't tell us what to do. We do not have that
authority as a Legislature to check up on the Depar ment of
Banking to see if their investigators are doing a good j o b
of an investigation. But somewhere along the line there is
t hat r espo n s i b i l i t y as elected people to see to it that
government d oes no t b r e a k d o wn . To that extent, we have, in
my opinion, a responsibility. T hat i s w h y I b e l i ev e al so w e
h ave a r espo n s i b i l i t y to ad dress the i n stitutions in
Nebraska that have not failed and are struggling to make the
system work. We have a greater responsibility than just to
sit here and wait for the other shoe to drop a nd then s a y ,
well I gue s s we cou l d n ' t he l p i t . T here ar e t h i ng s w e c a n
do as legislators that may not always be popular, but we
have to do it. I would like to have a specific amount o f
money in this resolution for agriculture, as I...or for the
other bank s , as I told Senator Haberman. B ut I am n o t
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