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present to the Congress, to the administration, to the USDA.
I think we are trying to address the problem. It may not be
in the form of a legislative bill here on the floor of the
Legislature, but we are examining as many as o n e t o t en
different proposals per day. I know I get that many. I am
sure Senator Schmit and s o me o f t he other agricultural
leaders in this body come across t h o se p r op o s a ls e v e r y d a y
from people and certainly we are trying to do what we can to
assist agriculture in this state. I think that we have done
or we are attempting to make steps as Senator Landis and
Senator Chambers have pointed out, the Ame ndment 4
proposition that came out of the Revenue Committee. LB 30
is a step. Branch banking is another on e t ha t h as been
discussed and was sent out of the committee yesterday. That
is another proposal to try and help s hore up t he l en d i n g
institution industry. W e have a l so l o o k e d at some o t h er
agricultural issues that will hopefully address the farm
p roblem. So al l i n a l l we are doing some things. I t i s
early in the session. We have got a long ways t o g o b e f o r e
we are through, but the thing is we hare got to recognize
that there are some farmers out there, Senator Chambers has
i ndi ca t ed , t h a t wi l l not be saved no matter what proposals
we pass on this floor or w hat p r o p o s a l s a re p a s s e d in
Congress . The f act i s we have got to recognize that we
c an' t sa v e everybody. We must try a nd ass i s t t h o s e wh o a r e
going to be forced out of the agricultural sector in trying
to position themselves in new ar e a s, b u t we c an take s t e p s
to save those farmers who a re st a l l ac t i ve a n d st i l l t r y i ng
to participate in farming. The biggest problem we have is,
o f cou r s e , t h e p r i ce for the p roduct that we p r o duce .
Farming is no different than any othe r bu s i n e s s i n t h i s
state. If you don't makea profit at what you a re do i n g ,
you are going to go out of business. And the fact is that
farming is not making a profit. W e are not getting the
price for the products that we produce and we have go t t o
bring that back to Washington. Senator Chambers mentioned
the interest rate problem. Clearly this is a se r i ou s
problem that farmers f ace because t h ey l ive o n b o r r o w ed
money, quite frankly,and w e h av e got t o address t h at
problem while we are in Washington. T he s t r o n g Am e r ica n
d ol l a r h as i nj u r ed our ability to export some o f t he
products t h a t w e d o p r o d u c e and we must take steps to shore
that up as well. So there are a number of problems facing
agriculture that we h a v e t o l ook at . Hopefu l l y , t h i s
delegation will meet and get together a nd tr y a n d co m e up
with some propositions t o p r opose o r p r e s e n t t o t h e p e o p l e
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