
January 29, 1 985 LB 227, 284

PRESIDENT: The motion prevails and the debate has c e a sed
and I believe the question has b een di v i de d an d, S e n a t o r
Schmit, do you want a last word on your. . .?

SENATOR SCHMIT: Mr. President, members of t he b o d y , I
bel i eve t h a t i n t h i s bo d y t r ad i t i on h a s i t s p l ace . I t h a s
historically proven to be a good policy. T radi t i o n , s u b j e c t
and rule all dictate that the two bills that w e a re
discussing here now go to the Public Works Committee. To do
otherwise is to break that tradition, to break that public
policy with no advance notice to anyone. The members of the
Public Works Committee have a deep interest in those bills,
that is why they serve t here . I do no t want to offend
anyone. I si ncer el y h ave t he de ep e s t confidence i n
everyone. I have total confidence in Senator Beutl e r ' s
integrity and in his desire to improve the quality of water
in this state. I know the Ag Committee has the capability
of hearing those bills, but I want to point out, as has been
the case before, I am not breaking tradition. I have never
taken a proprietary interest in these issues. I d id no t
o bject a yea r a go wh e n t h e 4 6 3 type bill went to the Ag
Committee . I t h i nk i t mi ght ser ve a good purpose fo r t hos e
issues to be debated by the two committees. But I want to
point out this that when the issue is a n arrow one, s h o u l d
Ag and Environment consider this issue or s hould t h e b r o a d
public interest be involved? Senator Lundy , as a former
city manager in Kearney is well aware of the impact of
agricultural chemicals of course upon the city water supply,
but also recognizes the impact upon the city if industrial
waste, if lagoon waste, if other types of waste are allowed
to contaminate that resource. Senator Lowell Johnson is an
engineer. He understands those things. He unders t ands what
h appens i n B el l w o od , N e b r a sk a c a n c erta i n l y h a v e a n a d v e r s e
impact upon the water supply of the City of Lincoln. I t h a s
h appened i n t he p ast . I t w i l l happ e n i n t he f utu re . Th e
industrial waste, the chemical waste, the nonagricultural
waste exceed without exception, I'm sure, t hose of
a gricu l t u r e . Th e r e as o n the bills were heard as they have
b een i n t he pa s t wa s because it was felt that t he Publ i c
Works Committee h ad a b r o ad e r pe r sp e c t i ve and t h at
perspective would encompass the wishes and the interests of
all the people rather than the more nar row i s s u e . I t h a s
served we l l . I t has served a d mira b ly an d it will continue
to work that way. But if you change the bills this morning
and send them back to the Ag and Environment Committee, you
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