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similar bill, deals with the same issue as does the P ubl i c
Works Committee b i l l .

PRESIDENT: The r e i s one minute of time left of Senator
H iggins ' .

SENATOR HIGGINS: As you know I don't understand chemigation
or any of this other stuff. I 'm t r y i n g t o j ust a rr ive a t
what is fair here. Senator Beutler, 463 deals with, what?

PRESIDENT: Senator Beutler.

SENATOR HIGGINS: 463 deals with groundwater, chemigation

SENATOR BEUTLER: Yes. 463 de a l s wi t h nitrates and the
level of nitrates in groundwater. It doesn't deal with how
the nitrates are applied. It doesn't matter whether they
a re a p p li e d t h r o u gh a center pivot system which i s t h e
subject of a chemigation bill or whether it is applied
directly by a tractor or whether it is applied n ot even i n
an agricultural setting but some other setting. But because
it is Ag and Environment, that is why it w as refe renced t o
Ag. I wanted to suggest to you, Senator Higgins, that you
ask S e n a to r Hab e r man w hether h e cond u c t e d a s t u d y on
nitrates and groundwater pollution last year as Chairman of
the Ag Committee.

SENATOR HIGGINS: We l l , I t h i nk m y t i me i s up .

PRESIDENT: Your time has expired, Senator.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr. Ch a i r m an.

PRESIDENT: The Chair is ready to
Senator Joh n son wants t o sp e a k

SENATOR R . J O HNSON: Mr. President, I will be br i e f . I
concur with Senator Beutler that these issues should stay in
the Ag Committee. I would ask, of course, let's vote it up
or down. We' ve got other issues to discuss this morning on
Commonwealth and some other important and pertinent issues.
I t hi n k t ha t i t ' s al l or nothing at this point. Quite
f rank ly , as I p oi nt ed out in my earlier comments, the
Referencing Committee has no clear policies on a lo t o f

rule on the division, but
on that point. Se nator

Johnson.
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