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committee. And with that, Mr. Speaker, I will end. T h a nk
you.

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Lamb.

SENATOR LAMB: Mr. President, members, I rise to support the
motion by Senator Schmit. I would refer you to the rules if
you'd ca re to open you r r u l e b ook on pa g e . . . b o t t o m of
page 15 a n d 1 6 . W h a t does it say about referencing of
b i l l s ' ? "The Reference Committee shall review each bill and
resolution and either refer the matter to the appropriate
committee or General File. The appropriate committee is
that committee which has subject matter jurisdiction over
the issue or which has traditionally handled the issue." My
point is under both those c riteria the Public Works
Committee is the proper committee. Subject matter, why am I
always trying to get on the Public Works Committee? Because
water is of interest to me as well as power and motor
vehicles. So now if the Reference Committee i s a l l o wed t o
put this water jurisdiction into another committee, then
we' re really changing the rules without r eal l y d o i n g so .
Now you will remember at the beginning of the sess ion when
we d i s c u s sed ru l es , S enator Beu t l e r pu sh e d t hrough a
proposal by which rules will be changed between the years of
the sess i on . Ne x t Jan u a ry y o u c a n change the rules of this
Legislature by 25 votes so I am t e l l i n g y o u now t h a t i s t he
proper time to restructure the committees. R estructu r e
those committees up front, do it by specifically stating in
the rules what is going t o b e t h e j u r i sdi ct i on of each
committee. Don't do it by the Reference Committee in a back
door app r o a ch. Now traditionally those water bills have
gone to Public Works. That is the reason many of us wanted
to serve on that c~mmittee and I just ask you to support the
motion by Senator Schmit to refer t hese b i l l s t o t h e Pu b l i c
Works Committee.

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator DeCamp.

SENATOR DECAMP: Mr. President and members, history shows us
t hat i t i s t he l i t t l e t h i n gs i n l i f e t h at see m t o u l t i m a t e ly
have such big effects later on. A chap over in India gets
p anicked a nd d oe s n ' t c l ose a v a l v e and y o u k i l l 2,500
people . A hund r e d y e a rs ag o s o mebody leaves out a comma in
a constitutional amendment and today the Legislature
c ol lect s S5 5 a da y p e r p e r s on because of it. I g uess the
point I am trying to make is, I think this is a fairly major
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