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the newer members of this body that the Department of
Environmental Control was c reated by a bill which I
introduced in 1971. Virtually all of the pro environmental
legislation which has been passed in this body has either
been introduced by myself or i n coop e ra t i o n with ot h er
legislators in regard to that issue. I be l i eve we hav e a
strong Department of Environmental Control. I am p r oud o f
it. I am proud to have been instrumental in i t s c r e a t i o n
and I a m p r oud to have been a part of it and I intend to
continue to see that the Environmental Control Department
exists and is an entity which i s he l pf u l t o t he State of
Nebraska and all the natural resources of this state.
Therefore, it comes as somewhat of a shock to me, I suppose,
that after many years that a policy whereby water
legislation was directed to the Public Works Committee where
i t wa s de a l t wi t h , I be l i ev e , f ai r l y , e xpedi t i o u s l y , no t
that it wouldn't have been dealt this same way in any other
committee, but under the auspices of several different
chairmen, that this year there is an attempt b eing made t o
move some bills that have historically been assigned to that
committee back to the Committee on Agr iculture and
Environment. The reason given is that these water quality
b i l l s h av e sud d enl y a n d auspiciously and by some strange
system become environmental b i l l s . Any b i l l can have
several homes. We all know that. T here i s an o v e r la p p i n g
interest. Ce rtainly the Agriculture Co mmittee h as a n
interest in this issue. But let me tell you also w hat i s
i nvolved . Th e bi l l s involve controls on the r egula t i o n ,
i nst a l l at i on o f i r r i ga t i on e q u i p ment . All of those bills
have always gone to the Committee on Publ i c Wo r k s . An d I
want to say at the outset, I want to say that t here have
been times, there have been a number of times when I have
i n t r o duced b i l l s wh i ch I t hou g h t m ig h t po ss i b l y ha v e g o n e t o
the Ag Committee, but anything that dea' t with i r r i g at i on ,
that dealt with wa ter, went to the Pub xc Works Committee.
Let me give you a little history, and I do not want to bore
you, but I think it is important. I am going to read this
into the record. I have handed out for your enlightenment
the history of some of these bills. I am going to read into
the record so that we do not have a lack of knowledge as to
where these bills properly should be assigned. LB 227 and
2 84 a mend Sec t i o n 4 6 - 6 1 2 . 0 1 , Article VI of Chapter 46 is
entitled " Groundwate r " . Art i c l e VI cont a i n s f i ve
subdivisions which concern the various areas of groundwater.
The first deals with well registration. That bill, LB 110,
in 1957 was referred to the Committee on Public Works. The
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