January 14, 1985

care who the members are, and I am not just referring to
those who are on it now, are going to decide that I, a grown
man, who am a grandfather, who has taken care of all kinds
of problems that I have confronted whether with the police,
politicians, thugs, Christians and others, am geing to
submit to some collection of white people telling me, Ernie,
you can't do that. I don't use profanity, but that might
push me very close to doing so. There could be members of
the Governor's party who would say that they don't want me
to criticize things that the Governor has done, or to say
that he has behaved politically. There might be people who
want to punish me for saying that the Chaplain, you want to
pay money to, has a drinking problem. They might say it is
not proper to say that and I might say, well, before I say
the public's money ought to be spent you ought to at least
have somebody praying over people who can contrel his own
personal life and because there are certain issues
traditionally not discussed on the floor of the Legislature,
there might be an attempt to try to squelch that discussion.
And 1 am serving notice now that you can play whatever games
you want to with each other but you are going to find out
what it means to deal with a grown black man if you, in your
arrogance, think you are going to control or corral me any
kind of way. You <can go jump. You can shove it. That is
the worst language I will use although I have heard profane
words spoken on the legislative floor, but I think that
gives you an idea of what my position is. 1 will give you
an example of the kind of thing that they might try to
restrict my discussion of. I don't like the way the World
Herald wrote an article about the Governor asking the FBI to
look into the killing of a farmer because it shows how the
white media protects white officials. There Steven Stingley
is representing the World Herald who has talked to me on
issues when he needs to talk to me and he will write two
long columns about Kerrey asking for this investigation by
the FBI when they have already told me, Steve, they are
going to conduct it. Nowhere in the article was it
mentioned. The Governor brought up issues which ] addressed
in a memo to him weeks ago and he chose not to respond to
the memo about ballistics tests, and so forth. When it
comes up in Steve's article he writes it as though the
Governor decided this ought to be dcne. Well, the Governor
is playing politics c¢n an i1ssue related to agriculture and
that 1s an important issue to this state. Now if these
rules were enforced, somebody might want to hop out of a
seat and say, Ernie is not reflecting credit on the
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