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very few, or I mean usually there are very few.

PRESIDENT: Senator Goodrich's time has expired. The C h a i r
recognizes Senator Haberman.

SENATOR HABERMAN: I will pass.

PRESIDENT: S e n a to r DeCamp.

SENATOR DECAMP: Mr. President, Senator Warner and Senator
Goodrich b r o u gh t u p an important point. The Appropriations
Committee w i l l get t he i r b i l l s as priority bills and really
this rule doesn't affect them at all. But th ere are a
number of other committees of the Legislature despite the
fact that some would like to pretend they do not exist o r
should not exist. And any time you bottle up the balance of
the legislative process by trying to take that a uthor i t y
from the committee, you only create a later aberration. Now
I have stood on this floor for f our teen y e ar s a n d a t t h e
beginning of a ses sion on rules made th is or that
prediction. And, yes, a lot of the motions or a lot of the
things ove r t he ye a r s wer e speci f i c a l l y d esi gn e d t o shu t
Johnny down on t h i s co r n e r or cu t him off at this device he
h ad b e e n u s i n g wh e t h e r it is suspending the rules or
o verr i d i n g a s p e aker o r w h a t e v e r . I nvar i a b l y , a n y t i m e y o u
try to bottle up an Ernie Chambers, a Johnny D e Camp, a C a l
C arsten , o r wh oe v e r , when they are dealing with the major
legislative issues, it b lows u p l at e r . And a l l I am
suggest i n g i s t h i s is a direct affront to the committee
structure in th-.t first of all you' ve got the priority
system in eff ect with a commitment and a prom ise
absolutely...and go back and read the debate, a commitment
and a promise that the committees would be able this way to
g et t h e i r ma j or l eg i s l at i on h ea rd rather than have five
hundred bills of individuals that may deal with throngs that
others didn't deem important. The commitment made is now
being destroyed. If you are go i ng t o d e st r oy the
commitment, then destroy the priority system because that is
about wha t you ar e workin g o n do i ng . The Speaker h as 25
bills he can select as priority. N ow you a re t ak i ng a w a y ,
as I sa y, the committee ability to put bef ore the
Legislature the things they deem important and whether it be
the Administrative Rules Committee, the Banking Committee,
©he Revenue Committee, or whoever, if those issues r each t h e
floor supported by a majority of those committee members,
they are g o i n g t o b e h e a r d either in wasted time on whether
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