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been 5, 10 or 15 people that have had gn unusual infl uence
in shaping our attitudes, our beliefs, our values and maki ng
us the kind of people that we are. Now as we become adults
we continue to encounter people who have becone very speci al
to us through the years. Although they mght pnot have had
the inmpact on our personality, as do the ﬁreat teachers of
our youth, we recognize imediately that had we known them
then and had we had a special relationship with themthen,
they woul d have. Bernard Wshnow was gych a man. He did
extraordinary things in his lifetime. Ny contact with him
was only during the |ast seven years of his lifetinme, aswas

that of manﬁ_ of you, during the inplenentation phase of the
Nebraska Ethics in Governnent Act. Now as many of you know

one of the nost far-reaching pieces of |egislation we have
ever passed here is the Nebraska Accountability and

Di scl osure Act, gui ded through the Legislature by
Roland Luedtke's sure hand and supported and signed by
Governor Exon. The act was unquestionably the nost

conprehensive and significant |egislation in the area of
canpai gn finance reporting, |obby disclosure and conflicts
of 1 nterest disclosure ever passed in Nebraska. |nthe wake
of Watergate the publicwas insisting that we pass
disclosure bills to Iet themknow the government was
operating honestly. The Accountability and pisclosure Act
was an appropriate and necessary response to that need, but
it was conplex, it was extrenely controversial, it inposed
di scl osure regul ations and requirenents gn public officials
and | obbyists and others that resisted them with all of
their mght. It was the last thing anyone in his right mnd
woul d want to inplement. That pecane Bernie Wshnow s job.
There could not have beena better person in the entire
m dwest to have done it. Bernie was ideally gyited to the
job. He had the intellectual integrity of the finest
phi | osopher, the patience of a saint, the neticul ousness of
the finest |awer and the dedication of the first principles
of honesty in government of the nost ethical amongus. He
gui ded our State Ethics Conmi ssion through the first seven
years with tact, understanding and a sureness of hand that
never failed himand that never failed us. His early death
was a tragedy, but so often it takes a tragedy for us to
fully recognize what we have lost gnd what we continue to
have. There are others, of course, whowill carr on
Bernie's work, not just in the Accountability and D sclosure
Conmi ssi on, but throughout state governnent. Bernie reminds
us, through his work, of the extremely high quality of
peopl e that we have working t hroughout state government, in

101



