January Il , 1985

are outlined in the Nebraska Capitol Environs East and South
Mal | Proposal Report and nore visibly seen in the nodel now
on display in the Rotunda. A group, known as the Friends of
the Capitol Environs Citizens Conmttee, funded the docunent
and, in part, funded the charette. The project is viewed as
an extrenely long-term project, 50 or nore years. Itis a
massi ve project when you see the model. The citizens
conmmittee then approached the board of the Lincoln
Foundation for assistance in the |nplenmentation of those
i nprovenents. The board of directors of the Lincoln
Foundation agreed to assist in the inplenentation until a
per manent body was createdto carry out the proposed plan.
The Lincoln Foundation's notto was a bridge to the future,
and the foundation established a joint conmttee conbi ned of
foundati on board menbers and nmenbers of the FEriends of the

Capitol Environs to provide this bDbridge. It is the
intention that this commttee function only until the
Uni caner al establishes a perpetual cCapitol environs

conmmittee or comm ssion, a body that \ould supervise t he
conpl etion of such a project, provide continuous overview of
the Capitol and its environs directly and through
i ntergovernnental agreements with the City of Lincoln, or
use any vehicle the Unicaneral sees fit to enhance or

preserve the Capitol environs. Such an action would
perpetuate the spirit of this body's 1977 |[B 172 which was
introduced by then Senator Douglas Bereuter. In i

keepin
with the bridge to the future phil osophy the foundatioﬁphag
authorized our conmittee to contract for architectural
services. | am pl eased to announce that just |last nmonth the
comittee has engaged the services of Alfieri. Sinclair and
Hlle along with Kim Todd and Associates for the devel oprent
of schematic design docunents for all phases of both the
east and south mails, as well as the detail cost estimates
for phase one of each mall. Senator Vickers, the Norri s
group obviously is aware that phase one of the east J Street
mal | envisions the placenent of a George Norris statute or a
menorial of sonme type, as well the vacation of the street
between 16th and 17th. Our committee has already received
indication that none of the property owners aputting that
block wil | object to its closure. W' || thereby enhance
both the Norris nenorial and the Capitol environs. | want
to thank the Norris Comrenorative Conmittee for allow ng ne
sone of their tine to address you. | need to acknow edge, |
bel i eve, the presence, in the back of the Chambers, of the
Vegan of the Architectural College, cCecil Steward, Thomas
Laging, one of the professors that worked gnthe charette,
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