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PRESIDENT: Chair recognizes Senator Wesely. Senators, the
line-up for speaking is Senators Vickers, Chambers, Norehead
and Beut l e r .

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you, Nr. President, I will be brief.
I have served on the Committee on Committees now, this is
+he start of my seventh y e a r . So t h i s is my fourth
experience last nig ht. Chaos i s a p r et t y a ccura t e
description of the Committee on Committees process. I f an y
of you have served on the committee then you know that to be
the case. I w ould guess probably leadership election is
also similarly described as chaos. But that is just a
function of our unique Legislature, being a unicameral and a
nonpart i s a n b od y . Wh en Senato r Abb oud t a l ked about
partisanship and everything, and I d on' t k n o w t h a t i t w a s
there as much as he sees it, but let' s stick to what he is
proposing here and that is a discussion on seni o r i t y . He i s
suggesting that everything be decided by seniority. I t h i n k
those of us that have some seniority think that is not such
a bad idea. I ju st talked to Senator Schmit and he t h i nk s
it is a great idea. I 'm sure some of the rest o f u s t h at
h ave a f e w y e a r s h e r e w o u l d s e e s imi l a r l y so me b e n e f i t . But
nevertheless it is really not the system that we' ve had ,
unique as it is, chaotic as it is, zn this state. We have
o pened up t h e p r o c e s s . We have defused power. W e don' t
have any on e i nd i v i du a l he r e wi t h u l t i mat e p o w er o v e r al l o f
u s. W e t r y and sp r e ad t h e p ow e r a r ou n d . No ind i v i d u a l ,
even if hey are a chairman, o r speaker , or Ex ec Boa r d
chairman, or anything you can talk about, has got so much
influence over us that they can r eal l y l e ad u s i n a way t h at
we don' t want t o go . Because of that I'm not s o fe a r f u l
about the process that we have and maybe t h e cha os a n d t h e
openness that we have is maybe a benefit, not a problem.
People maybe really don't think about it, but a democratic
p rocess a l wa y s c a n b e chao t i c . They always talk about
democracy as the system that is least efficient. But it is
also the most o pen. That i s wh at we h av e i n t h z
l egi s l a t i v e b o d y . I don't want to change it. I th ink we
are all d isappointed from time to time on committee
assignments. I know two years ago I lost, by one vote, the
chairmanship of the Public Health Committee. I was the
senior member over the i nd i v i d u a l w ho r an ag ai n s t m e. I
felt very badly about that. I certainly thought seniority
s hould h ave p l a y e d a role in it, but it didn' t,and I l os t ,
and life went on. The r est o f you w ho h a v e h a d t he s imi l a r
e xperience , maybe ye st er d a y , wil l f ee l t he same a l i t t l e
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