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having t o do wi t h t h e j u r i sd i ct i o n s o f t he committees. I
think that by this time next year we are go ing t o h av e some
very serious and important proposa)s to you with re g a rd t o
altering the jurisdictions of certain committees. I t h i n k
i f yo u t hi n k a b ou t i t a mi nu t e y o u w i l l see that we really
need...we haven't thought about this in years, we r e a l l y
need to sit down and think about this. We need to make some
adjustments. Fo r example, and I' ve discussed this with
Senator Rupp already, it is quite clear to me that it was
never really intended by the Legislature that constitutional
revisions should be in a particular committee. I t make s ,
logically, a lot more sense for constitutional revisions to
be dealt with by the subject matter committees t hat k n o w
what that constitutional revision is d eal in g w i t h . So i f
you have a constitutional revision that deals with t h e
c rimina l l a w i t wou l d b e h a n d l e d b y Judiciary, agriculture
by the Agriculture Committee because the people on that
committee understand that subject and will have a better
chance of understanding the import of a c onstitutional
revision. So that is one change we need to make. We n e ed
to adjust Senator Rupp's committee. I t h i n k h e e v e n a g r e e s
to that himself. I only mean to tell you that by way of
example. I think there are going to be a half a dozen other
major ideas. I know that Senator Morehead has some ideas
about rules. I think that we can come to you next year with
some serious discussion of a number of our r u l e s . I kn ow
that I give more importance to our rules than most people
do, bu t I re a l l y t h i nk t hat it is well for us to go to
confession once in awhile, so to speak, to think about how
we do things internally and to be sure t h a t t he way w e ar e
doing things internally is the most effective and the most
fair way of doing it. Unless we change this rule we will
not be able to present that to you next year, e xcept on t h e
basis of a 30 vote rule. I don ' t think it is fair to ask
the Rules Committee or the Executive Committee to face a
30 vote rule in order to do it. I think we ought to be able
to do it at the beginning of the session and give it to you
on a 25 vote, up or down basis, majority rules. F or t h a t
reason I would ask your indulgence in making this particular
r ule c h ange . Tha n k y o u .

P RESIDENT: T h e Ch a i r r eco g n i z e s . . .Senato r We s e l y , do you
w ish t o b e r ec o g n i z e d ?

S ENATOR WESELY: T h ank y o u . Mr. President, members, Senator
Beutler doesn't remember exactly how that rule came about,

62


