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chairmanship of the Revenue Committee. I 'm go ing t o t e l l
you why. Three weeks ago, when I decided that I would n o t
run again for the chairmanship of the Executive Board, I d i d
that because I have an abiding belief that when a man does a
piece of work a man should move on. The truth of the matter
was I had felt in my own mind that thxs last Executive Board
had done so many things that this institution needed to have
done that in fact to continue to serve as the Chairman of
the Executive Board would simply be rema' ning in a position
without the major pieces of work left to do. When I made
that decision I was contacted by many of you who told me,
" Vard, " t h e y said, " we have t o address the tax issues, it
has to be done. We have let the tax issues go so long that
our pe o p l e a re cr y i n g ou t for ch an g e . " And I sa i d , in
r esponse I sai d , "Well , others probably have to address the
tax issues." I said, " I r e c o g n i z e t hey have g one o n f o r so
long that they do need to be addressed." But as time passed
and I got my reevaluation statement from Douglas County
along with the other 100,000 home owners, and the valuations
went up 40 percent, and I knew again that property tax was
an issue, and as time went on I saw what the voters had done
with the agricultural amendment 4 and I knew tha t w e h a d t o
respond to that and we should have an appropr i a t e r es p onse
to that, and as time went on and I talked to each of you
here i n on e w a y or t he ot h er about you r ow n co n c e r n s f o r
property taxes and property tax relief, and the state of the
revenue condition in our state, I knew in my heart, I knew
in my heart that in fact this body has t o add r e s s t he t ax
issues and it has to address the tax issues ably and well in
the next two years. To fail to do so permits us to fail the
public. That is something that we cannot do. I believe
t ot a l l y a n d a b s o l u te l y i n t h e legislative process. I am so
committed to t h e democratic principle, t he m a j o ri t ar i an
v alues , m a j o r i t a r i an v al u e s s ha l l b e h ea r d e x p e d it i ou s l y an d
shal l be r e sp o n ded t o t hat I s i mp l y said this is a piece of
work that has to be done. A person does have to do a piece
of work that has to be done. So I said, just thzs morning I
said , "You know I need to put myself forward. I ne e d t o
offer my candidacy to you so that you c an make a ch oi ce . "
You know my work in the last s ix y e a r s . You k n o w I ' v e b e e n
conscientious, I' ve been diligent, I' ve been courageous,
sounds l i ke I ' v e b een a l i t t l e v ai n t o o , bu t I ' ve be en
willing to take the heat, I ' ve b een wi l l i ng t o t ak e t h e
heat. I' ve taken the heat for e ach one o f y ou he r e b e c a u s e
I have believed that the heat has to be taken. I t o o k i t on
the expense issue. I'm taking it on the Commonwealth issue.
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