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J im a n d f e e l l i ke he wou l d be a ve r y f ai r and a very
r espected Cha i r p e r s o n o f the Agriculture Committee and I
would urge your support for Jim.

PRESIDENT: Ar e t h e r e other no minations? The Chair
r ecognize s Sen a t o r Rod Johnson. N embers wi ll p lease
(gavel), please be quiet in the Chamber, please. Senator

SENATOR R. J OHNSON: Nr . President and members, I r i se
equally to nominate myself for this position. I have been
in this race since August 10th as has Senator Sieck i n t he
month of August. I h ave be e n d i l i g en t l y pu r su i ng thi s
position and probably in a rather zealous way and probably I
h ave been bo t h e r i n g some of you too much, but I wanted you
to know that this position is very important to me. I t i s
equall y my l i f e st y l e . It is the lifestyle of my family, my
friends, my neighbors and my constituen s. I believe in
agri c u l t u r e , I he i >eve i n its future and I am going to do
all I can as a representative i n t h i s b o d y and h ope f u l l y a s
a chairman of that committee to help put agriculture back on
its feet. I s ense a sense of frustration in the country
r igh t n ow . I see i t i n t he faces of my friends. I hear i t
rn their voices and in watching a documentary n ot t o o l on g
a go I o n c e h e ar d P r e s i d e n t Lyndon Johnson commenting on his
frustration with a growing escalation of the Vietnam War,
make a comment that I think is applicable t oday. He sai d ,
"You know, I f ee l l i ke a l one l y h i t chh i ke r on a Texa s
highway in the middle of a h ai l s t o r m . I c an ' t r un , I can ' t
hide and I sure as hell can't make it stop." But we can
make it stop right here today in this vote and in this body
and begin to make the wheels turn, hopefully, to begin to
bring agriculture back. I think that the meeting held
yesterday by many of the farmers and ra nch' s t h r ou gh o u t
this state who came here to express their feelings about
agriculture, I hope has begun to get the wheels g o i n g . We
have been meeting as representatives and as men and women to
try and solve this problem. But I am hoping with your help
that you can elect a body of people in this particular
committee that will w ork h a rd be ca u s e i t i s no t t h e
chairman, but the committee in this body that will resolve
the differences that agriculture has. The prob lem i s h e re ,
the problem is in Washington, the problem is in Chicago and
t he p r o b l e m i s al l ove r , bu t I am not willing to accept
defeat . I am wi l l i ng t o ke ep t r y i n g a n d h o p e f u l l y i n t h e
end, agriculture will be back on its feet because I believe
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