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w ith  th e  Gant homes. E s s e n t i a l l y  th e  p ro b le m  was t h i s .  The 
Gant homes had maybe t h r e e  r e s id e n t s  o r  so th e y  c la im e d  and 
a s a r e s u l t  were exem pted from a lm o st any l ic e n s u r e  th a t  i s  
found now f o r  homes f o r  a s s i s t i n g  anybody w it h  a d i s a b i l i t y .
The H e a lth  D e p a rtm e n t, th e  W e lfa r e  D e p a rtm e n t, th e  l o c a l  
p e o p le , none o f  them r e a l l y  c o u ld  do a n y t h in g  but th e y  knew 
t h a t  t h e re  was some p ro b le m s out t h e re  w ith  c o n d it io n s  and 
th e y were s ty m ie d . They j u s t  d i d n ’ t know what to  do so 
th e  is s u e  came up and they f e l t  th e y c o u ld n ’ t re sp o n d  to  i t  
and th e y came to  me and a sk e d  me to  w ork on t h i s  b i l l .  Now 
S e n a to r Jo h n s o n , who has c o in t r o d u c e d  th e  b i l l  w ith  me, has 
fo un d a s i m i l a r  p ro b le m  in  Omaha, and a f t e r  we got in t o  the 
b i l l ,  we found t h a t  t h i s  w a sn ’ t j u s t  a L in c o ln  and Omaha 
s i t u a t i o n  but was a c ro r.s  th e  s t a t e .  We had a r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  
from  Hickm an who t a lk e d  to us and t o ld  us ab out some c o n d i­
t io n s  down a t  B e a t r ic e  w h ich  I  f e l t  w ere v e ry  u n a c c e p t a b le .
So what we found was a need to  r e o r g a n iz e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in  
t h i s  a r e a ,  t h a t  we needed to  i d e n t i f y  one agency to  h a n d le  
th e s e  l ic e n s u r e  r e q u ire m e n t s  and th e n  to  make some o f  th e  
o t h e r  ch an g e s we needed and a ls o  th e  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  what 
homes we w ould l i c e n s e .  Mow t h e r e  i s  some c o n c e rn  ab o ut 
what d e f i n i t i o n s  we u se  f o r  homes. We c a l l  i t  a r e s i d e n t i a l  
c a re  f a c i l i t y  and we e lim in a t e  th e s e  p r e s e n t  b o a rd in g  homes 
w h ich  a re  now b e in g  r e g u la t e d .  The re a s o n  we do t h a t  i s  
t h a t  a b o a rd in g  home in  th e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  as we d e f in e  
i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  so m e th in g  w here somebody l i v e s  and w ith o u t 
any a s s is t a n c e  and r e a l l y  I  d o n 't  t h in k  t h e r e  needs to  be 
v e ry  much r e g u la t io n  a t  a l l  in  t h a t  a r e a  so we j u s t  e l i m i n ­
a te d  i t  b u t we d id  say  t h a t  somebody who i s  i n  a home th a t  
c o u ld  be c o n s id e r e d  a b o a rd in g  home but g e ts  a s s is t a n c e  and 
has to  have h e lp  from  th e  p r o p r ie t o r ,  we c a l l  t h a t  a r e s i d e n t i a l  
c a r e  f a c i l i t y  and we need to  p r o v id e  a l i t t l e  more minimum 
s t a n d a rd s  f o r  c h a t.  So t h a t  i s  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  we make. Now 
t h e re  i s  some c o n c e rn s  t h a t  p e rh a p s we oug ht to  r e i n s e r t  
b o a rd in g  homes o r  somehow r e d e f in e  some o f  th e  t h in g s  t h a t  
we have done and I  t h in k  t h a t  i s  p r e t t y  a c c e p t a b le  i n  term s 
o f  t r y i n g  to  come to  some c o n c lu s io n  on t h a t  p o in t  b u t t h a t  
i s  s t i l l  to  be w orked o u t .  So th e  r e s t  o f  th e  b i l l  e s s e n ­
t i a l l y  i s  one t h a t  i s  v e ry  much s u p p o rte d  by th e  H e a lth  
D ep artm e n t, th e  W e lfa r e  D epartm ent. The Ag D epartm ent w ould 
d e f i n i t e l y  l i k e  to  se e  th e  c h a n g e s. They have been a s s ig n e d  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  th e y d o n 't  do o r  d o n 't  want to  do and 
t h i s  d o e s , in  f a c t ,  c l a r i f y  th e  s i t u a t i o n  and r e o r g a n iz e s  in  
a p o s i t i v e  way th e  s i t u a t i o n  and I  t h in k  w i l l  d e a l w it h  th e  
p ro b le m  th a t  has been c a l l e d  to  o u r a t t e n t io n  a c r o s s  th e  
s t a t e .  Y our s u p p o rt  f o r  th e  b i l l  i s  s t r o n g ly  u rg e d .
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