
May 1, 1981 LB 228

f o r  use by c r i m i n a l  d e fe n d a n t s . The com m ittee f e l t  th a t  
b e ca u se  in  th e  c a s e  o f  a w it n e s s  who i s  t h e r e  f o r  th e  co n 
v e n ie n c e  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  th e  com m ittee d i d n 't  f e e l  t h a t  i t  
was f a i r  to  r e t a i n  10 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o ste d  amount f o r  
a d m in is t r a t io n  p u rp o s e s . Once a g a in ,  th e  re m a in d e r o f  th e  
com m ittee amendments a re  t e c h n ic a l .  I  move f o r  th e  a d o p tio n  
o f  th e  com m ittee amendments.

SPEAKER MARVEL: The m otion i s  th e  advancem ent o f  t h e . . . o r
th e  a d o p tio n  o f  th e  com m ittee amendments. A l l  th o s e  in  
fa v o r  o f  t h a t  m otion vo te  a y e , opposed v o te  no . The number 
o f  th e  b i l l  i s  22 8 . We a re  in  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  a d o p t in g  th e  
com m ittee amendments a s  e x p la in e d  by S e n a to r N ic h o l.  Have 
you a l l  v o te d ?  R ecord th e  v o t e .

CLERK: 26 a y e s , 0 n a y s on a d o p tio n  o f  th e  com m ittee amend
m e n ts, Mr. P r e s id e n t .

SPEAKER MARVEL: The com m ittee amendments a re  a d o p te d .
S e n a to r L a n d is .

SENATOR LANDIS: Mr. S p e a k e r and members o f  th e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,
LB 228 has been in  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  ). •••■r f o r  two y e a r s  ru n n in g  
I t  d ie d  b e c a u se  i t  d id  n o t have a p r i o r i t y  s p o t l a s t  y e a r ,  
b ut i t  d id  get a good h e a r in g  by th e  J u d i c i a r y  Com m ittee.
T h is  tim e  th e  com m ittee s e n t i t  o ut u n a n im o u sly  and t h a t  i s  
why i t  i s  h e re  b e fo re  u s .  I t  i s  th e  recom m endation o f  a 
com m ittee form ed two y e a r s  a g o , th e  LR 154 Com m ittee. That 
in c lu d e d  S e n a to r s  DeCamp, Vard Jo h n s o n , S e n a to r  Cham bers, 
S e n a to r Dw orak, S e n a to r S chm it and S e n a to r  F o w le r and m y s e lf ,  
and i t  was j u s t  one o f  th e  s e v e r a l  recom m en datio ns t h a t  y e a r .  
I t  r e s t s  e s s e n t i a l l y  on two l e g a l  p ro b le m s w h ich  s u r f a c e d  a 
c o u p le  o f  y e a rs  a g o . The f i r s t  was a c a s e  o f  a b o u t . . . o f  th e  
j a i l i n g  o f  some m a t e r ia l  w it n e s s e s .  M a t e r ia l  w it n e s s e s  a re  
n o t p e o p le  c h a rg e d  w ith  c r im e s  but th e y  a re  p e o p le  who ob
s e rv e  c r im e s  o r  have in f o r m a t io n  ab o u t c rim e s  th a t  a p r o s e 
c u t o r  n eeds to  make a c a s e .  Som etim es th e s e  p e o p le  a re  n o t 
v e ry  fo rth c o m in g  in  an atte m p t to  p a r t i c i p a t e  and h e lp  a lo n ^  
the p r o s e c u t io n  o f  a c r i m i n a l .  P e rh a p s th e  p r o s e c u t o r  f e a r s  
t h a t  th e  p e rs o n , i f  l e f t  on th e  s t r e e t s ,  w i l l  s u d d e n ly  ta k e  
a q u ic k  v a c a t io n  to  New M e xic o . M a t e r ia l  w it n e s s e s  th e n , 
u n d e r a s e c t io n  o f  M ebraska la w , can be j a i l e d  and k e p t 
a g a in s t  t h e i r  w i l l  in  a j a i l  in  c u s to d y  u n t i l  su ch  tim e  a s 
th e y  can p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th e  le g a l  c a s e  a g a in s t  th e  ch a rg e d  
a l le g e d  c o n v ic t  o r  c r i m i n a l .  M a t e r ia l  w it n e s s e s  a g a in ,  I  
r e p e a t ,  a r e  n o t p e o p le  c n a rg e d  w ith  c r im e s .  They a re  p e o p le  
used to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  the p r o s e c u t io n  o f  some o t h e r  p a r t y .
We have had f o r  y e a r s ,  f o r  d e c a d e s , a m a t e r ia l  w it n e s s  
s t a t u t e .  T h at s t a t  ite I.- unc n s t i t u t l  >nal on i t s  f a c e .  I t  
d i s t i n g u i s h e s  betw een worrK-n and men for* one t h in g .  I t
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