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i n  t h i s  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  in  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  g r e a t  Ameri
can  movie .  I t  a lw ays  has  a happy e n d i n g  f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  
one way o r  a n o t h e r ,  f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  i t  i s  a happy e n d i n g .
So a t  l e a s t  we can  have  some c o n s o l a t i o n  in  t h a t ,  b u t  I 
t h i n k  t h a t  y e s t e r d a y  was an u n f o r t u n a t e  I n t e r l u d e  i n  t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  a p u b l i c  p o l i c y  on t h i s  b i l l .  I t  o b v i o u s l y  
g o t  i n t o  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  and I  t h i n k  i t  does  us  no f u r t h e r  
good t o  c o n t i n u e  t h a t  s o r t  o f  d e b a t e  and i t  c e r t a i n l y  doe s  
n o t  do t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  any good o r  t h e  
p e o p l e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  any good.  And so I  hope t o d a y  t h a t  we 
can  r e t u r n  t o  a s t a b l e  and r a t i o n a l  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  p r o s  
and cons  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  i d e a s  t h a t  were f l o a t i n g  a ro u n d  
In  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a  and s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  i d e a s  t h a t  a r e  
i n  L-B 134.  And I  would l i k e  t o  say  t h a t  f o r  my p a r t  and I  
t h i n k  f o r  most  e v e ry b o d y  i n v o l v e d  In t h e  b i l l ,  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  
r e a l l y  d o e s n ' t  have  t o  do w i t h  t h e  impugning o f  a n y o n e ' s  
c h a r a c t e r ,  o f  any one i n d i v i d u a l ' s  c h a r a c t e r ,  n o r  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  p o l i t i c i a n s  i n  g e n e r a l .  A l l  o f  t h e  b i l l s  t h a t  
we have b e f o r e  t h i s  L e g i s l a t u r e , r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  
d e r i v e  from a f a c t  s i t u a t i o n .  I f  you d o n ' t  l i k e  t h e  law 
t h a t  g o v e r n s  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Nebra ska  i t  p r o b a b l y  has  t o  
do w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you have  v iewed a f a c t  s i t u a t i o n  h e r e  
o r  t h e r e  and you b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  c o u l d  be a b e t t e r  p u b l i c  
p o l i c y  i n  t h a t  a r e a  and you come i n t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  and 
you p r o p o s e  a b i l l .  T ha t  i s  t h e  n a t u r a l  c o u r s e  o f  t h i n g s  
i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  T ha t  i s  t h e  way we i d e n t i f y  p r o b l e m s  
and  s o l v e  p r o b l e m s  and  t h a t  i s  e x a c t l y  what i s  h a p p e n i n g  
h e r e .  I t  i s  no d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  I f  we were 
n o t  f o l l o w i n g  t h a t  p r o c e s s  t h e n  S e n a t o r  C l a r k  would be a s k 
i n g  h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  " I f  i t  i s  n o t  b r o k e n ,  why f i x  i t ? "  You 
have  t o  p e r c e i v e  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  s h o u l d  be d i f f e r e n t  b e f o r e  
you p r o c e e d  t o  chang e  i t .  R a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  t h e  impugnment 
o f  c h a r a c t e r  o f  any one i n d i v i d u a l  o r  o f  p o l i t i c i a n s  g e n e r 
a l l y ,  I  s u g g e s t  t o  you t h a t  t h e  b i l l  i s  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  
o f  p o l i t i c i a n s  more t h a n  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c .
I t  i s  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  b e t t e r  d e f i n e  some v a g a r i e s  i n  t h e  law.  
Ag ain ,  I  w o u l d n ' t  t r y  t o  p e r s u a d e  you t h a t  i t  s e t t l e s  a l l  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n s .  O b v i o u s l y  i t  does  n o t ,  a l t h o u g h  w i t h  an 
amendment t h a t  S e n a t o r  Lowel l  J o h n s o n  I s  p r o p o s i n g  when 
we g e t  t o  i t  and I  hope we do g e t  t o  i t ,  f i v e  o r  s i x  o f  
t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  have  c o n c e r n e d  p e o p l e  
and t h a t  I  have  h e a r d  on f l o o r  d e b a t e  a r e  a d d r e s s e d  and 
a r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  s i t u a t i o n s  f o r  which  i t  i s  
okay t o  spend  campaign  m o n i e s .  But t h e  p o i n t  I  am t r y i n g  
t o  make i s  t h a t  by d r a w i n g  a  l i n e  i n  t h e  sand and s a y i n g  
t h i s  i s  p e r s o n a l  e x p e n s e  and t h i s  i s  campaign  e x p e n s e ,  we 
h e l p  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n .  Then he i s  a b l e  t o  do t h i n g s  w i t h  
a c l e a r  c o n s c i e n c e  knowing t h a t  i t  I s  a l l  r i g h t  t h a t  I t  
be done and n o t  h a v i n f  to  worry a b o u t  e i t h e r  l e g a l  a c t i o n  
o r  worse t h a n ,  m ora l  a p p r o b a t i o n  which i s  u n d e s e r v e d  and 
I  t h i n k  i f  t h e r e  i s  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  we s h o u l d  l e a r n  from t h e  
example o f  l a s t  y e a r ,  i t  i s  t h a t  a p e r s o n ,  a p o l i t i c i a n ,
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