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SENATOR LAMB: Do you see  th a t  much o f  an e s c a la t io n  in
a m a tte r o f  s i x  y e a r s  o r  so?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: The f i s c a l  a n a ly s t  s a y s  M e d ic a id  i s
g ro w in g  a t  a r a t e  o f  20% p e r  annum and when th e y  p r o je c t  i t  
a l l  o u t th e y  can e x p e c t  in  e ig h t  y e a r s  t im e , i n  e ig h t  y e a r s  
tim e  th e  co u n ty  s h a re  o f  M e d ic a id  c o s t  to  be ab o u t 71  m i l ­
l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  the a b se n ce  o f  a s t a t e  ta k e  o v e r .

SENATOR LAMB: Thank y o u , S e n a to r  Jo h n s o n . W e ll I  g u e ss
t h i s  i s  the p o in t  t h a t  I  want to  make i s  t h a t ,  I  d o n ’ t  know 
what th e  a n sw e r i s  b u t I  see a r e a l  p ro b le m  h e re  as we co n ­
t in u e  dov/n t h i s  ro ad  in  th e  f u t u r e  and w h e th e r you c a l l  i t  
p r o p e r t y  t a x ,  s a le s  and income t a x ,  w h a te v e r ty p e  o f  t a x  i t  
i s ,  t h e re  i s  a r e a l  b u rd e n  h e re  and I  am not s u re  t h a t  t h i s  
s o lu t i o n  w h ich  r e a l l y  does n o t do a n y t h in g  to  le s s e n  th a t  
b u rd e n , i s  one t h a t  r e a l l y  a t t a c k s  th e  b a s ic  p ro b le m .

SPEAKER MARVEL: S e n a to r  Jo h n s o n . Where d id  S e n a to r Jo h n so n
go? Would you l i k e  t o  be th e  l a s t  s p e a k e r?

SENATOR V . JOHNSON: I  g u e ss  th e  o n ly  comments I  want to  make
in  a d d it io n ,  I  t h in k  a g a in  I  want to  j u s t  to  sp e ak to  S e n a to r 
Lam b's p o in t .  H is  p o in t  i s  th a t  by th e  end o f  t h i s  decade we 
can r e a s o n a b ly  a n t i c i p a t e ,  b ase d  on p re s e n t  s t a t i s t i c s ,  th e  
M e d ic a id  a s p e c t  o f  th e  w e lf a r e  program  to  have grown q u it e  
la r g e  and t h a t  w i l l  c o n t in u e  to  be a b u rd e n  on th e  p r o p e r t y  
t a x p a y e r  u n d e r th e  e x i s t i n g  sy ste m . Sc my syste m  s a y s  l e t ' s  
s t a r t  m aking th e  change now so t h a t  we can r e l i e v e  th e  p ro p ­
e r t y  t a x p a y e r  o f  th a t  b u rd e n  and p la c e  i t  on th e  s a l e s  and 
incom e t a x p a y e r .  I  s h o u ld  a ls o  t e l l  you th a t  I  do a n t i c i ­
p a te  s i g n i f i c a n t  ch an g e s at the f e d e r a l  l e v e l  i n  the next 
y e a r  i n  th e  M e d ic a id  program  b e c a u se  I  know some a re  b e in ^  
d is c u s s e d  v e ry  e a r n e s t ly  r i g h t  now and th o s e  c h a n g e s , i n  my 
o p in io n ,  w i l l  have an effect on u lt im a t e  c o s t s .  But I have- 
n o t p r o je c t e d  t h a t  o u t .  I  j u s t  s a i d ,  you know, i f  th e  M edi­
c a id  program  c o n t in u e s  to  grow a s i t  i s  p r e s e n t ly  g ro w in g  It 
w i l l  be a h ig h  c o s t  o p e r a t io n  in  t h i s  s t a t e  and i t  w i l l  
e it h e r  b u rd e n  o u r p r o p e r t y  o r  i t  w i l l  b u rd e n  o u r  s a l e s  and 
incom e t a x e s .  I n  my o p in io n ,  i t  i s  b e t t e r  governm ent f o r  us 
to  have a s t a t e  o p e ra te d  w e lf a r e  program  where one p e rs o n  i s  
r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  t h a t  p ro g ra m , i . e .  th e  
d i r e c t o r  o f  th e  d e p a rtm e n t, where we can  p in p o in t  a c c o u n t­
a b i l i t y  and where we know e x a c t ly  what th e  s t o r y  i s .  I t  i s  
good g o vernm en t. T h is  I  g u e ss i s  th e  Jo h n so n  e q u iv a le n t  to 
th e  L u f f  r e p o r t .  I  a s k  advancem ent of th e  b i l l .

SPEAKER MARVEL: The motion is to advance the bill. All
those in favor of that motion vote aye, opposed vote no.
Have you all voted? Senator Johnson.
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