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SENATOR LAMB: Do you see that much of an escalation in
a matter of six years or so?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: The fiscal analyst says Medicaid is
growing at a rate of 20% per annum and when they project it
all out they can expect in eight years time, in eight years
time the county share of Medicaid cost to be about 71 mil-
lion dollars in the absence of a state take over.

SENATOR LAMB: Thank you, Senator Johnson. Well | guess
this is the point that | want to make is that, | don’t know
what the answer is but | see a real problem here as we con-
tinue dov/n this road in the future and whether you call it
property tax, sales and income tax, whatever type of tax it
is, there is a real burden here and | am not sure that this
solution which really does not do anything to lessen that
burden, is one that really attacks the basic problem.

SPEAKER MARVEL: Senator Johnson. Where did Senator Johnson
go? Would you like to be the last speaker?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: | guess the only comments | want to make
in addition, | think again | want to just to speak to Senator
Lamb's point. His point is that by the end of this decade we
can reasonably anticipate, based on present statistics, the
Medicaid aspect of the welfare program to have grown quite
large and that will continue to be a burden on the property
taxpayer under the existing system. Sc nmy system says let's
start making the change now so that we can relieve the prop-
erty taxpayer of that burden and place it on the sales and
income taxpayer. | should also tell you that | do antici-
pate significant changes at the federal level in the next
year in the Medicaid program because | know some are bein”
discussed very earnestly right now and those changes, in my

opinion, will have an effect on ultimate costs. But 1 have-
not projected that out. | just said, you know, if the Medi-
caid program continues to grow as it is presently growing It
w ill be a high cost operation in this state and it will
either burden our property or it will burden our sales and
income taxes. In my opinion, it is better government for us

to have a state operated welfare program where one person is
responsible for the administration of that program, i.e. the
director of the department, where we can pinpoint account-

ability and where we know exactly what the story is. It is
good government. This | guess is the Johnson equivalent to
the Luff report. | ask advancement of the bill.

SPEAKER MARVEL: The motion is to advance the bill. All
those in favor of that motion vote aye, opposed vote no.
Have you all voted? Senator Johnson.
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