
April 28, 1981 LB 522

f u n c t io n  but we a re  r e c o g n iz in g  th e  f a c t  th a t  t h a t  i s  a 
m a jo r change and we a re  t a k in g  an e x t r a  y e a r  to  a c c o m p lis h  
t h a t  ch a n g e . The n e x t change w ould be th a t  th e  c o u n t ie s  
w ould c o n tin u e  to be r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  g e n e ra l a s s is t a n c e .
Under th e  b i l l  we change o v e r t o t a l l y ,  as in t r o d u c e d ,  the 
b i l l  w ould change o v e r t o t a l l y  a l l  w e lf a r e  o p e r a t io n s  th a t  
a re  now co u n ty  and s t a t e  to  the s t a t e .  And what we sa y  i s  
t h a t  g e n e r a l a s s is t a n c e  h as a lw a y s been a c o u n ty  f u n c t io n  
w ith o u t  s t a t e  m o n ie s , h as been a co u n ty  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and 
we j u s t  p r e f e r r e d ,  r a t h e r  th a n  t u r n in g  th a t  o v e r  to  th e  
s t a t e  a s  w e l l ,  t h a t  th e  c o u n t ie s  h a n d le d  i t  i n  th e  p a s t .
I t  i s  p u r e ly  a c o u n ty  f u n c t io n ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  We m igh t 
a s w e ll  j u s t  keep i t  t h e r e  s c  th e  com m ittee a sk e d  t h a t  we 
keep i t  where i t  i s  a t  and j u s t  change o v e r  th e  o t h e r  w e l­
f a r e  f u n c t io n s  to  th e  s t a t e .  The t h i r d  change i s  t h a t  the 
c o u n ty  c o n t r ib u t io n s  to  M e d ic a id  w i l l  be p h ase d  o u t a t  a 
r a t e  o f  2% a y e a r  r a t h e r  th a n  by J u ly  1 ,  1 9 8 2 , a s  p ro p o se d  by 
the b i l l .  S e n a to r K a h le  h as a b i l l  s i m i l a r  to  t h i s  p h a s in g  
o u t o v e r  t im e , w e ll  a c t u a l l y  from  16% to  10%, th e  s t a t e ,  I  
mean th e  c o u n ty  match on th e  M e d ic a id  fu n d in g  i n  th e  S t a t e  
o f  N e b ra s k a . V/hat we w ould e s s e n t i a l l y  do i s  p ic k  up on 
S e n a to r  K a h le * s p r o p o s a l and in s t e a d  o f  g o in g  1 6 , 1 4 , 12,
10 and th e n  keep g o in g  down to  8 , 6 , 4 , 2 and th e n  p h ase  out 
t o t a l l y  l o c a l  s u p p o rt  in  M e d ic a id  o v e r  a p e r io d  o f  y e a r s  a t  
2% a y e a r .  A g a in , th e  r e a s o n in g  i s  s i m i l a r  to  what S e n a to r 
K ah le  t a lk e d  a b o u t. The c o u n t ie s  r e a l l y  have v e ry  l i t t l e  
i n f lu e n c e  o v e r  M e d ic a id  q u e s t io n s .  They do not r e a l l y  i n ­
f lu e n c e  who i s  e l i g i b l e  th a t  much. They do n o t have much 
say  o v e r  i t  and y e t  th e y  a re  p u t t in g  up th e  money t h a t  th e y 
a re  w h ich  i s  now a t  16% and in  th e  p a s t  h as been up to  20%.
So i t  i s  o n ly  f a i r  t h a t  i f  th e y  do not have much c o n t r o l  
o v e r  th e  e x p e n d it u r e s ,  th e y  s h o u ld  n o t r e a l l y  h ave to  co n ­
t r i b u t e  th e  money. I f ,  in  f a c t ,  th e y  had more c o n t r o l  o v e r 
th e  a r e a ,  th e n  i t  w ould be more r e a s o n a b le  t h a t  th e y  c o n t r i ­
b u te  b u t t h a t  i s  not th e  c a s e .  The n e x t change i s  t h a t  be­
f o r e  any co u n ty  w e lf a r e  o f f i c e  c o u ld  be c lo s e d  th e  D ir e c t o r  
o f  P u b lic  W e lfa re  w ould h ave to  r e c e iv e  a p p r o v a l by th e  l o c a l  
County B oard o f  C o m m issio n e rs o r  S u p e r v is o r s .  T h is  was to  
d e a l w it h  one o f  th e  m a jo r p ro b le m s w ith  t h i s  p r o p o s a l,  th a t  
what we have i s  l o c a l  c o n t r o l  now w ith  o u r s t a t e - c o u n t y  o p e ra ­
t io n  and e ach  co u n ty has a w e lf a r e  o f f i c e  so t h a t  i s  k in d  o f  
a n ic e  d i s p e r s a l  o f  o f f i c e s  and a s s is t a n c e  and th a t  t h a t  i s  
a b e t t e r  way to  go. What we say  i s ,  o k a y , we r e c o g n iz e  the 
f a c t  t h a t  p e o p le  p ro b a b ly  do not l i k e  to  lo s e  th e  a c c e s s i b i l ­
i t y  o f  h a v in g  a County W e lfa re  O f f ic e  in  e v e r y  co u n ty  and 
a lth o u g h  th e  s t a t e ,  when th e y  ta k e  o v e r  th e  w e lf a r e  sy s te m , 
may f i n d  r e g i o n a l i z a t i o n  may be a w is e  id e a .  F o r  in s t a n c e ,  
we may f in d  t h a t  you c o u ld  group two o r  t h r e e  c o u n t ie s  in  
c e r t a i n  a r e a s  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  and have j u s t  one w e lf a r e  o f f i c e  
to  s e r v e  th o s e  two o r  t h r e e  c o u n t ie s  and th u s  sa v e  a d m in is ­
t r a t i v e  c o s t s  and a t the same tim e  be a good s e r v i c e  f o r  th o se
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