
th a t  we have h e re  and c o n s id e r  e ach  in  a vacuum , c o n s id e r  
not th e  budget l i m i t a t i o n s  t h a t  a re  p la c e d  on the s c h o o l 
d i s t r i c t s  i n  Omaha and N e b raska C it y  f o r  th e  moment, but 
c o n s id e r  the f a c t  th a t  th ro u g h  a c t io n  ta k e n  by t h i s  l e g i s l a t 
iv e  b o d y, p e o p le  w it h  th e  enactm ent c f  LE 2, th e  l o c a l  o p t io n  
ta x  c o n t r o l  a c t  were g iv e n  the o p p o r t u n it y  to  im p a ct on 
b u d g e ts on a l l  s u b d iv is io n s  th ro u g h  th e  i n i t i a t i v e  p r o c e s s .
Mow i n  th e  s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s  in  Omaha as w e ll  a s  in  M ebraska 
C it y  th e  c i t i z e n s  th ro u g h  th e  i n i t i a t i v e  p ro c e s s  p la c e d  
t h i s  is s u e  on the b a l l o t  and by a m a jo r it y  v o t e ,  l a d i e s  and 
g e n tle m e n , budget l i m i t a t i o n s  were im posed on both th e s e  
s c h o o l b u d g e ts . Now I  have a tte m p te d  w it h  amendments o f f e r e d  
fo r m e r ly  to  p r o v id e  th o se  c i t i z e n s  th a t  made t h i s  d e c is io n  
w it h  th e  same o p p o r t u n it y  to  remove th a t  l i m i t a t i o n  as th e y  
had in  i t s  im p o s it io n .  I  h ave n o t been s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h a t  
b u t I  was e n co u ra g e d  th e  l a s t  tim e t h a t  we c o n s id e r e d  t h i s  
m easure when s ix t e e n  c o lle a g u e s  jo in e d  me in  a t te m p t in g  
to  a d o p t th e  amendment t h a t  w ould have made f o r  t h i s  p ro 
v i s i o n .  Mow i t  has been my c o n t e n t io n  d u r in g  th e  d e b a te  on 
t h i s  is s u e  th a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  th e s e  s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s  i f  
g iv e n  th e  o p p o r t u n it y  w ould l i f t  th e  l i m i t a t i o n  a s p r e s e n t ly  
im po se d . Now I  p e r s o n a l ly  f in d  a z e ro  p e rc e n t  l i d  im posed 
a t  t h i s  tim e  i n t o l e r a b l e  and I  know o t h e r s  do a l s o .  I  t h in k  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  f a i r l y  w e ll  c o n firm e d , i f  jou w i l l  r e f e r  to  the 
a r t i c l e ,  w h ich  I  c i r c u l a t e d  to  you to d a y , on a p o l l  th a t  
was r e c e n t ly  c o n d u c te d  th a t  i s  i n d i c i t i v e  t h a t  what I  have 
been s a y in g  i s  in d e e d  c o r r e c t .  T h ere  was a p o l l  t h a t  was 
ta k e n  j u s t  w it h in  the p a s t  two w eeks, March 2 8 th  th ro u g h  3 1 s t  
and those i n d i v i d u a l s  th a t  th e y v i s i t e d  w it h ,  by a m a jo r it y  
i n  Omaha, e x p r e s s in g  an o p in io n ,  in d ic a t e d  t h a t  th e  Omaha 
S c h o o l D i s t r i c t  ta x  l i d  s h o u ld  be rem oved. Mow l a d i e s  and 
g e n tle m e n  I  c o n c u r w it h  th a t  p h ilo s o p h y .  But th e  t h in g  
t h a t  I  f in d  h ig h ly  o f f e n s iv e  i s  th e f a c t  th a t  we a r e ,  by 
o u r a c t io n  i n  e n a c t in g  t h i s  b i l l  in t o  la w , t o t a l l y  c o n t r a d i c t i n  
th e  d e c is io n  th a t  was re a c h e d  in  th e  im p o s it io n  o f  th e s e  l i d s .  
L a d ie s  and g entlem en I  can n o t in  good c o n s c ie n c e  s u p p o rt  a 
p r o p o s a l w h ich  w ould a c c o m p lis h  t h i s .  So I  w ould a sk  t h a t  
you j o i n  me in  r e t u r n in g  LB 17 to  S e le c t  F i l e  to  a t t a c h  th e  
s p e c i f i c  amendment. Thank yo u .

SPEAKER MARVEL: C h a ir  r e c o g n iz e s  S e n a to r K och.

SENATOR KOCH: Mr. S p e a k e r and members o f  the b o d y , one
t h in g  ab out i t  I  d o n ’ t r e s p e c t  S e n a to r S t o n e y ’ s p ro p o s a l 
b u t I  g u ess I  have to  r e s p e c t  h i s  t e n a c i t y .  I  g u e ss i t  
i s  not new, I  remember a number o f  y e a r s  ago he a p p e a re d  be
fore th e  Omaha S c h o o l Board q u e s t io n in g  t h e i r  budg et p ro c e d u re s  
b e fo re  t h e re  e v e r  was a l i d .  Yet he w orks f o r  a la r g e  company
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