
April 1, 1981 LB 40

of any test occurs, we will be able to meet that test 
without running and whining for others to hold my hand, 
turn on the light because I fear the things that go bump 
in the night. There is such a thing as integrity. There 
is such a thing as honesty, and a person's word should 
have some meaning even if it does not. Now, I don’t think 
we have a system in operation here at all. The worst 
things that had been alluded to when this so-called priority 
system was established are occuring right now and I was 
willing to concede that they would probably only occur 
if we had a different person as a speaker, and I emphasize 
that no rule should be adopted with the present individual 
who holds the position in mind. But now we are running 
into the very kinds of things that I was sure would 
happen. One person makes a determination and everybody 
feels compelled to follow along. But I was not sent here 
to be a follower. I was sent here to do what my mind 
tells me is the proper thing to do. And again to emphasize, 
this bill that is be'ing given this favorite treatment has 
had a vote and lost. It was given unlimited time on dis
cussion yesterday, will be given unlimited time today.
But every other bill will be given a 30 minute time limit 
and we don’t know whether other bills will be given a 
second reading or not. So it is abitrary and in the hands 
of one person. I think that is a mistake. And before it 
is over, the rest of you are going to see what a mistake 
it is too. I think when tiredness creeps in, or when 
timidity comes in, you cannot allow yourself to lose heart 
and give up the fight because it seems difficult. There 
was a statement in the book...I think it was from 1984,
"There was truth, and there was untruth, and though you clung 
to the truth even against the whole world, you were not 
mad." Members of the Legislature, I am not mad. But if 
we look at the way some of the things are being done this 
session, there is a type of madness going on,and whom 
the gods would destroy, they first make mad. I am going to 
go through with this vote and I want it as a record vote. 
And, Mr. Chairman, because the time has been taken already,
I am going to ask for a Call of the House and a roll call 
vote. Then because everybody wants this bill to go ahead 
and get out of the way, I will discuss the motion that I 
have on it when it comes up because I know they are going 
to go through it. Then the body can do what it wants to 
at this stage. I feel it would be unfair for me, since the 
body is going to be unfair and give this bill an additional 
hearing, it would be unfair for me at this third point to 
put a roadblock here and bottleneck the bill. That would 
stop everything that is behind this particular one, and 
at this point I think there are issues more important and 
principles more significant than how I feel about this


