May 22, 1979

being was really marked as compared to any other session.

I don't think the time differential next year because it Iis

a short session is gcing to be that serious. Ve are still
going to get out in time to do the spring farmwork for those
people who are involved in agriculture. It isn't going to
take us next year golng four days a week as long as 1t took

us this year in the long session golng five days a week. So
that 1s really not an effective arpgument in the short session.
This rule change applies only to the short session. We hear
the economics of the issue and this will be brought up by the
other side and I saved this for last because as far as T am
concerned these are the minor points. The fact that farmers
want to get out early in the spring, and it 1s a legitimate
reason, it 1s a reason to consider. That 1s no problem under
this rule change because they wlll still be able to get out
in the spring. But, also those people who have non-farm back-
grounds, and there are a lot of us, and there are going to be
more,tnen it also gives them an opportunity 1f they so chose to
spend maybe that one day a week iIn thelr own business pursuits.
I've heard the argument in private discussion that oh my heavens,
tihs i1s an election year. Well I relate to my own election two
years ago and come the end of that short session I had not put
in crie minute or one hour of campaign time. I was so wrapped
up In the session at five days a week that I absolutely put
the campaign way back on the back burner. Now, I don't think
that campaiging is a bad thing. I think that forces us out

to the people and I see that as a disadvantage rather than an
advantage that I didn't have the opportunity to go out and
talk with the people. But with four days a week gilving us
another day whether that be Monday or Friday and that would

be up to the discretion of the Speaker, actually it could

be another day in the week. All we are saylng is that we
shall meet only four days a week. That will nothing but assist
us in golng out and campaigning and meeting the people.

SPEAKER MARVEL: You have got one minute.

SENATOR DWORAK: So with all of these reasons I would like to
try it. This 1sn't craven in stone. If we don't like it,

if it isn't working we can change 1t. It isn't that innovative.
The fact that it is 1n the short session isn't going to make
that much difference as far as the spring famwork is concerned.
I'd 1ike to glve 1t a try. I would Just like to see if all of
these reasons that I stated that I have spelled out are in

fact so. We can do it with very little risk. I think that

we have a lot to gain. I'm personally willing to take what
little risk there is in the hopes of gaining a better, nore
functional lepislature.
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