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they made the decision to lower it from twenty to nine­
teen. A lot of people don't understand that we did that
in two phases and I would like to make that vez y clear.
In '69 we went from twenty one to twenty and in '72 I
believe it was from twenty to nineteen. You know we
allow people to vote in this state, in this country,
when they are nineteen years old. We allow them to
marry when they are seventeen. These are very serious
things. They are questions of' maturity, when it is
chronologically mature, when is one mentally mature,
when is one socially mature, when is one physically
mature and Senator Kelly has talked. about all these
things,but the key point here is that you are going to
say with this bill, you are going to say that chzono­
logically if you are twenty-one years old you are an
adult. You are an adult in many other cases prior to
that time but for the purposes of drinking in this
great state twenty-one is the age limit. What you
are basically saying is that the n'neteen and twenty
year olds in this state who are working, who may have
family and children, you know, let's talk about the
college student. Let's talk about all these people.
You know we are talking about a wide variety of indivi­
duals and not all of them are immature. Not all of them
are mature. I know people at forty five that are not
mature. I know people ~ abuse alcohol at ninety. They
don't do it real well because at that time, but anyway
the point is this, that you are making a determination
that twenty one will be the age limit. You are dis­
criminating against a whole lot of nineteen and twenty
year olds who are most likely and in my experience, very
mature and you are doing that because you feel that it is
a problem with some and when you really discuss this issue
with people who are concerned about issues, you find out
that they say well, it is really not the nineteen and
twenty year olds who are abusing alcohol. It is because
they sell to the seventeen and eighteen and sixteen year
olds and then when you ask those people how that happens
they say, well, there is a whole lot of them in high
school, nineteen year olds. That is not true. We ought
to allow some exemptions. This military exemption I
think is a legitimate exemption. There are a whole lot
of other legitimate exempt1ons. You can't tell the
people of this state that you are going to basically
disenfranchise, franchise means the vote, but I mean
you are go1ng to take away r1ghts, legitimate z'ights.
You are going to make criminals out of a whole lot of
nineteen and twenty year olds who are mature because a


