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before the committee, the recommendations of the Appro­
priations Committee were no way going to affect the oper­
ation of the office but I think it is interesting that
if you go through the bill time after time after time
that we do change the name of the Office of Planning and
Programming to the Policy Research Office and so maybe,
and I'd have to agree, Senator Duis is not one to mislead
the people, but I have to emphasize that insofar as the
people are concerned, the people are going to believe that
the Office of Planning and Programming has been discon­
tinued when in effect all we have done is put a different
coat on it and it is galloping along as healthy as ever.
In fact, it is galloping along with an infusion of new
money and a cloak, a white cloak, over it which is going
to perhaps make it look a little different when, in fact,
it isn' t. But I think the most important thing of the whole
issue is this, that when we brought up sunset, we said we
were going to have some impact upon government. We were
going to review these agencies but we have found an agency
here which Senator Warner says is performing some respon­
sibilities. I suggest that those responsibilities were
being performed by other agencies before that office was
created. He said they are going to be transferred to other
agencies. The review of the testimony before both commit­
tees indicates that there is overlapping responsibility
over the past six or eight years. It is a tendency of govern­
ment to grow. Mr. Nelson, the former Director, and perhaps
he said it facetiously but I want to repeat again, said it
is a tendency of all government agencies to grow. The
secret is to grow only so fast that you don't become
noticeable, because once you become noticeable, someone
wants to stamp you out. I suggest that the Office of
Planning and Programming has found a method by which it
can grow, a method by which it can further enhance itself
with the Legislature, other government agencies, and that
it will continue to grow as will all other government
agencies because the plain facts are this Legislature nor
no other government body can resist the lobbying impact of
the agencies themselves. They are tremendous. They spread
clear across the state. They spread into my legislative
district. I have heard repeatedly from people in my district
who lament the fact that I oppose the continuation of the
office. The facts are that those people who complain to
me are the ones who are involved with the State Office of
Planning and Programming.

SPEAKER MARVEL: One minute.

SENATOR SCHMIT: They are not the people who are out there


